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Invitation Letter 

 
 Dear ____________________________________________________________________, 
 

My name is Giusy, and I am a PhD student in Urban and Regional Planning, University of 
Catania – Italy. I am a Fulbright Visiting Student Researcher in Landscape Architecture at 
MSU for two semesters, Fall 2012 – Spring 2013. I am conducting some case studies about 
rivers’ ecosystems, community engagement, and sustainable development. I am writing you 
because I would appreciate the opportunity to interview you. 

  
I have chosen you as a participant for the following Case Study: 

 
 
I think that your story and your experience can be an important part for my project. I 

also think that cultural bridges around the world are a great opportunity for learning. This 
is why I traveled so far, and I would like to welcome the chance to discuss global issues and 
local actions.  

 
First of all, as required from IRB (Institutional Review Board - Independent Ethics 

Committee), I am going to ask you to review a consent form, and to sign it, if you agree to 
participate.  

 
BEFORE STARTING THE INTERVIEW, PLEASE READ IT CAREFULLY, AND TAKE YOUR TIME!  

YOU CAN DECIDE TO REFUSE THE PARTICIPATION, OR INTERRUPT THE INTERVIEW ANY TIME. 
 
I am an Engaged Scholar. This means that I am part of a voluntary partnership between 

the University of Catania1, and a network of grassroots NGOs in Sicily – Italy. These NGOs 
are trying to revitalize the most important river of the island, the Simeto River. I will 
tell you more about it before starting the interview.  

 
If you want to have detailed information, you can visit the website www.simetopar.org. 

 
My main research question has been shaped during the Participatory Action Research 

Process. Together with NGOs’ participants, we are trying to understand if it is possible to 
establish a River Agreement among different community members, and how. A River Agreement is 
a process that brings together laypersons, ecologists and experts, researchers and 
practitioners, farmers, fishermen, institutional representatives, NGOs’ participants, and in 
general community members. The purpose is to work together in order to preserve natural and 
cultural heritage, and to move forward future scenarios, decided by the whole community.  

 
Before starting, I will briefly show you a video that introduces the Simeto River 

case. Then, I will ask you some questions about: 1) Environmental Programs in Mississippi; 2) 
Community Engagement; 3) Watershed Management; 4) Sustainable Development and Future 
Scenarios.  

 
THANK YOU!  

RSVP. Please, let me know if you want to participate to this study.  
 

The location will be: Mitchell Memorial Library – MSU.  
If you cannot reach it, another location will be selected at your convenience.  

The time will be settled according to your schedule.  
For any question, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 
giusypappalardo83@gmail.com – 662-694-0402 

Giusy Pappalardo 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1 The research project is coordinated by: Filippo Gravagno, PhD, filippogravagno@virgilio.it;  

Laura Saija, PhD and Marie Curie Fellow, saija.laura@gmail.com.  
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PARTICIPANT’S INFORMATION  
N°	   DELTA	  -‐	  YAZOO	   SCENIC	  STREAMS	   PASCAGOULA	   OTHERS	  
NGOs	  Representatives	  

Institutional	  
Representatives	  	  

Research	  and	  Education	  
Representatives	  

Others	  Representatives	  
 
 
 

Interview	  Questions	  
	  

ENVIRONMENTAL	  PROGRAMS	  IN	  MISSISSIPPI	  -‐	  BACKGROUND	  
	  
1.	  You	  have	  just	  listened	  at	  the	  Simeto	  story.	  	  

a. The	  Simeto	  River	  has	  some	  problems.	  Please	  define	  some	  of	  the	  problems	  that	  you	  see	  affect	  rivers	  
in	  Mississippi/a	  specific	  watershed________________.	  

b. Now,	   please	   say	   something	   about	   your	   experience,	   and	   your	   point	   of	   view	   about	   Mississippi’s	  
rivers/a	  specific	  watershed________________.	  

c. Please	  tell	  the	  story	  about	  the	  Organization/Agency/Program	  you	  represent.	  
How	  have	   you	  been	   involved	  and	  why?	  What	  were	   (are)	   your	  expectations,	   and	  what	   actually	   is	  
happening?	  Are	  you	  satisfied	  with	  the	  results?	  	  

	  
COMMUNITY	  ENGAGEMENT	  	  
	  	  
2.	  Based	  on	  your	  experience,	  who	  are	  the	  important	  leaders,	  stakeholders,	  and	  NGOs	  who	  can	  significantly	  
affect	   and/or	   improve	   a	   river’s	   ecosystems?	  Who	   are	   the	   ones	   involved	   in	   the	   program	   you	   represent?	  
What	  are	  some	  of	  the	  obstacles	  in	  implementing	  it,	  and	  why?	  	  
	  
3.	   Environmental	   Justice	   is	   defined	   as	   “the	   fair	   treatment	   and	   meaningful	   involvement	   of	   all	   people	  
regardless	  of	  race,	  color,	  national	  origin,	  or	  income	  with	  respect	  to	  the	  development,	  implementation,	  and	  
enforcement	  of	  environmental	   laws,	   regulations,	  and	  policies”	   (EPA).	   Is	  Environmental	   Justice	  part	  of	   the	  
discussion	  in	  Mississippi?	  And	  how?	  
	  
4.	   In	  Europe,	   the	  generic	  public	  has	   to	  been	   involved	   into	  the	  decision	  making	  process	  on	  environmental	  
matters.	  This	  means	  that	  institutions	  have	  the	  responsibility	  to	  work	  in	  a	  participatory	  and	  open	  way.	  Based	  
on	   your	   experience	   in	   Mississippi,	   who	   is	   allowed	   to	   participate	   in	   the	   decision	   making	   process	   in	  
environmental	  matters,	   and	  how?	  Who	   is	  not,	   and	  why?	  How	  do	   institutions	   implement	   the	  principle	  of	  
participation?	  
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WATERSHED	  MANAGEMENT	  	  
	  
5.	  Based	  on	  your	  experience,	  what	  activities	  have	  to	  change	  in	  order	  to	  improve	  a	  river’s	  ecosystem?	  How?	  
Which	  can	  remain	  the	  same,	  and	  why?	  
	  
6.	  What	  policies,	  management	   strategies,	   and	  practices	  does	   the	  program	  you	   represent	  propose?	  What	  
funding	  strategies	  are	  used?	  
	  
7.	   At	   the	   national	   level,	   there	   are	   some	   well-‐known	   organizations	   that	   are	   associated	   with	   Rivers	   and	  
Community	   Engagement,	   such	   as	   RIVERKEEPERS,	   WATERKEEPERS,	   AMERICAN	   RIVERS,	   RIVER	   NETWORK.	  
How	  are	  they	  related	  to	  Mississippi?	  
	  
SUSTAINABLE	  DEVELOPMENT	  AND	  FUTURE	  SCENARIOS	  	  
	  
8.	  According	  to	  EPA,	  sustainability	  is	  defined	  so	  defined:	  “Everything	  that	  we	  need	  for	  our	  survival	  and	  well-‐
being	   depends,	   either	   directly	   or	   indirectly,	   on	   our	   natural	   environment.	  	   Sustainability	   creates	   and	  
maintains	   the	   conditions	   under	  which	   humans	   and	   nature	   can	   exist	   in	   productive	   harmony,	   that	   permit	  
fulfilling	  the	  social,	  economic	  and	  other	  requirements	  of	  present	  and	  future	  generations”.	  
After	   several	   years	  of	  debate,	  different	   theories,	  paradigms	  and	  proposals	  are	  emerging	  about	   the	   topic,	  
but	  the	  main	  concern	  still	  seems	  to	  remain	  unsolved.	  Can	  you	  define	  what	  sustainability	  means	  to	  you,	  and	  
how	  you	  try	  to	  act	  responsibly	  regarding	  future	  generations?	  
	  
9.	   Recent	   international	   meetings	   on	   Sustainable	   Development	   have	   focused	   on	   the	   relationship	   among	  
water,	   food,	  and	  energy,	   in	  a	  global	   setting	  with	  a	  growing	  population	   (Outreach,	   January	  2013).	  Do	  you	  
think	   there	   are	   connections	   among	   sustainability,	   food	   (production,	   distribution,	   consumption),	   energy	  
(efficiency,	  independence),	  and	  water	  issues?	  Please	  explain	  your	  point	  of	  view	  about	  the	  aforementioned	  
connections.	  	  
	  
10.	   In	  U.S.	  Feeding	   the	  World	   is	  a	  common	  expression	   that	  summarizes	  a	  common	  mission.	  According	   to	  
several	  symposia	  (e.g.,	  Mississippi	  State	  University	  –	  Food	  Security	  for	  the	  Future	  –	  Sept	  2012),	  it	  is	  still	  an	  
unsolved	   challenge,	   and	   it	   requires	   efforts	   in	   different	   areas	   of	   expertise.	   Can	   you	   tell	   me	   what	   the	  
expression	  Feeding	  the	  World	  means	  to	  you	  in	  Mississippi?	  Who	  has	  to	  feed	  the	  world,	  why	  and	  how?	  Who	  
is	  feeding	  Mississippi’s	  citizens,	  and	  how?	  How	  do	  you	  envision	  the	  future	  of	  Mississippi	  in	  terms	  of	  water,	  
food	  and	  energy?	  	  
	  
FINAL	  REMARKS	  AND	  A	  MESSAGE	  FOR	  THE	  SIMETO	  RIVER	  	  
Please,	  summarize	  your	  point	  of	  view	  about	  rivers	  and	  community	  engagement	  in	  Mississippi.	  	  
Define	  who	  are	  community	  members	  in	  Mississippi/a	  specific	  watershed________________.	  	  
Do	  you	  think	  that	  different	  community	  members	  can	  dialogue	  together	  in	  order	  to	  decide	  which	  future	  
they	  want	  for	  watershed	  management	  in	  Mississippi?	  How?	  	  
Can	  rivers	  be	  somehow	  an	  opportunity	  to	  start	  community	  processes	  for	  a	  responsible	  future?	  How?	  	  
Please,	  share	  a	  final	  message	  for	  the	  Simeto	  River.	  	  
	  
-‐-‐-‐If	  you	  want	  to	  know	  more	  about	  the	  Simeto	  River,	  please	  visit	  www.simetopar.org-‐-‐-‐	  

Please,	  let	  me	  know	  if	  I	  can	  send	  you	  some	  material.	  	  
 

 


