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Das Kloster Bebenhausen

Der Bau von Kloster Bebenhausen im Kreis Tiibingen (Baden-Wiirttemberg) wurde
1188 als pramonstratensische Niederlassung begonnen, doch schon 1191 von den
Zisterziensern iibernommen. Stifter waren die Pfalzgrafen von Tiibingen, die hier in
ihren Gréber die Auferstehung unter dem Schutz der monastischen Gebete erwarten
wollten. Die Kirche, bis 1227 fertiggestellt, ist eine Pfeilerbasilika mit ganz typischen
romanischen Stilmerkmalen, die die Reformorden schitzten: Strenge, klare Formen,
minimale Ornamentik wie die nur knapp vegitabil gestalteten Kapitéle und die in dieser
Region beliebten Wiirfelfriese.
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Hartmann verdient unsere Anerkennung fiir seine stilistisch saubere Ubersetzung
und damit fiir seine Bemiithungen, diesen groBartigen frithmittelalterlichen Dichter
dem modernen Publikum wieder ndherzubringen. Es bleibt abzuwarten, wann diese
Reihe abgerundet und vollendet wird. Es wire sehr zu hoffen, dass dann auch ein
Wortverzeichnis oder ein Namensregister angebracht werden.

Albrecht Classen

Nicole Demarchi, Paolo Diacono e il dolore. I racconti di un’emozione. Haut Moyen
Age 46. Turnhout: Brepols, 2024, 316 pp.

The volume contributes to the increasingly nuanced and detailed historiographical field
of research on emotions in the medieval period (inspired by Barbara Rosenwein’s his-
toriographical research). In the introduction, Demarchi explains the decision to analyze
the emotion of pain in the works of Paul the Deacon for several reasons: first, pain is
closely associated with the most significant moments of Paul’s life; second, Paul him-
self engaged with multiple emotional communities), from the Lombards of Benevento
to the court of Charlemagne; and third, the diverse genres of Paul’s literary works allow
him to explore different shades of emotion in different narrative contexts (10—11). The
introduction also situates Paul’s literary output within the broader scholarly literature
on emotions and addresses methodological issues of historiography and terminology
(11-25). The volume consists of six chapters. The first three discuss the historiograph-
ical foundations of the research, key aspects of Paul’s life, and the specific theme of
mourning. The remaining three chapters focus on an in-depth analysis of Paul’s literary
corpus, identifying the most significant expressions of pain in his works.

The first chapter focuses on the role and significance of emotions in the early
Middle Ages, framed within a broader reflection on the state of research in the history
of emotions (27-58). Demarchi emphasizes that in the early Middle Ages there was no
clear distinction between physical and psychological pain (60—62). These two aspects
were deeply interconnected, a relationship rooted in Greek and Roman thought and
later reinforced by Christian teachings. In this context, the work includes detailed
references to Augustine of Hippo and Gregory the Great (63—67). The second chapter
reconstructs the biography of Paul, emphasizing his presence at the Lombard court of
Benevento, the monastery of Montecassino, and the court of Charlemagne (72—86).
These were moments when Paul personally experienced and expressed pain. For
example, he lamented the probable death of a fellow monk (74) and expressed sorrow
over his brother’s imprisonment in France (77-78). In the third chapter, Demarchi
examines the experience of mourning in relation to Charlemagne, who suffered the
loss of several family members. At the emperor’s request, Paul composed a series of
epitaphs — included in the Liber de episcopis Mettensibus — dedicated to two sisters,
two daughters, and one of Charlemagne’s wives (Hildegard). These epitaphs vividly
capture Charlemagne’s grief and his expressions of sorrow in the face of profound per-
sonal losses (88—95). Rather than presenting grief as a sign of weakness, Paul presents
it as a model of fatherhood and widowhood to be emulated by members of the court
(96). Paul also explored mourning in the Lombard context, as seen in the epitaph
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dedicated to Queen Ansa. In addition, Demarchi analyzes other texts where Paul’s
authorship or contribution is less clearly established (117—40).

The fourth chapter shifts the focus to the Vita Sancti Gregorii Magni, a work that
highlights Pope Gregory’s experience of illness and suffering (especially his affliction
with syncope). In addition to his physical pain, Gregory’s inner anguish is equally sig-
nificant, stemming from the onerous and unrelenting responsibilities of his roles — first
as apocrisiarius (a representative of the Church of Rome at the imperial court of Con-
stantinople) and later as pope — which had torn him away from the peaceful monastic
life he had previously cherished (148—57). Equally noteworthy is the theme of shared
suffering (condescensio passionis), conveyed through acts of mercy and Gregory’s
ability to empathize with the suffering of others (168—73). In the Liber de episcopis
Mettensibus, however, the pain experienced firsthand by members of the high clergy
seems less present (183). Instead, the focus is on the bishops’s efforts to alleviate the
suffering of those most in need (190). Dolor, ira, and vindicta are the three central
themes of Demarchi’s analysis of the Historia Langobardorum. The results of this
analysis are presented in the fifth chapter, which focuses particularly on the connec-
tion between pain and intense expressions of anger. A notable example is the narrative
of Alboin and Rosamund (205-21). The sixth chapter explores the theme of weeping in
religious, liturgical, monastic, political, and legal contexts. Tears that purify the soul
and tears that underscore the gravity of royal deeds are among the various forms of
weeping examined in the Historia Romana, the Historia Langobardorum, and the Vita
Sancti Gregorii Magni (226—47).

In the conclusion, Demarchi reviews the content of the six chapters that comprise
his study, emphasizing how pain permeates multiple narrative contexts and diverse
emotional communities in Paul the Deacon’s works. These works display a range of
emotional expressions, from ira to furor and from tristitia to metus (253). Weeping
is identified as a significant “emotional marker” that serves as an expressive medium
closely linked to the manifestations of sorrow. The volume includes a repertoire of
sources and bibliographies, as well as appendices of primary sources. However, the
absence of a useful index of names is conspicuous.

Emanuele Piazza,
Department of Educational, Sciences-University of Catania, 95124 Catania;
emanuele.piazza@unict.it

New Light on Formulas in Oral Poetry and Prose, ed. Daniel Sdvborg and Bernt
@. Thorvaldsen. Utrecht Studies in Medieval Literacy, 57. Turnhout: Brepols,
2023, ix, 368 pp.

Derived from a 2019 symposium in Tartu, New Light on Formulas in Oral Poetry and
Prose presents an introduction and thirteen essays. Contributions range from Slavic
to Celtic to Germanic, with the majority covering Old Norse, Old English, and runic
texts. Most of the contributions add new approaches in the field or challenge old as-
sumptions, although some better than others. Four chapters are not covered here for
thematic reasons.
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