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Protest movements have been
recognized as significant
contributors to processes of
political participation and
transformations of culture and 
value systems, as well as to the
development of both a national 
and transnational civil society.

This series brings together the
various innovative approaches to
phenomena of social change, protest
and dissent which have emerged in
recent years from an interdisciplinary
perspective. It contextualizes social
protest and cultures of dissent in
larger political processes and socio-
cultural transformations by examining
the influence of historical trajectories
and the response of various segments
of society, political and legal
institutions on a national and
international level. In doing so, the
series offers a more comprehensive
and multi-dimensional view of
historical and cultural change in 
the 20th and 21st century.
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Protest campaigns against large-scale public works
usually take place within a local context. However, since
the 1990s new forms of protest have been emerging. 
This book analyses two cases from Italy that illustrate
this development: the environmentalist protest campaigns
against the TAV (the building of a new high-speed railway
in Val de Susa, close to the border with France), and 
the construction of the Bridge on the Messina Straits
(between Calabria and Sicily). Such mobilizations emerge
from local conflicts but develop as part of a global justice
movement, often resulting in the production of new
identities. They are promoted through multiple networks
of different social and political groups, that share
common claims and adopt various forms of protest 
action. It is during the protest campaigns that a sense 
of community is created.
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