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Background:
Visitors of bird fairs and bird owners in general are at risk of
becoming infected by Chlamydia psittaci bacterium. This
bacterium is mainly found in birds and can be transmitted to
humans. The knowledge about psittacosis is limited among the
general public, bird owners and even among doctors.
Awareness to health problems regarding psittacosis, is
important. By increasing this awareness among bird owners
we encourage them to report these health problems and bird
contact to the general practitioner. Experience shows that it is
difficult to reach this particular group. The aim of this study
was to gain more insight in the characteristics of bird owners
to develop methods for providing appropriate information.
This information aims to increase awareness regarding
psittacosis.
Methods:
The research adopted a qualitative approach and in depth
interviews were held with sixteen bird owners using a semi-
structured interview guide. The data collected was analysed
using thematic analysis.
Results:
Four themes were identified: social network related to birds,
relationship with birds, awareness of risks and symptoms of
psittacosis, information channels.
Conclusions:
Most of the study participants were hobby breeders. They
experience a strong connection with their birds and are experts
in this field. In general they feel healthy. The bird owners are
unaware of the fact they risk a disease as a consequence of their
favourite hobby. However, they seem to be open for advice
related to their health. It is recommendable to provide
information from a near-by environment (e.g. through
internet or at the local bird club) and use credible
ambassadors. Increased awareness on the symptoms of
psittacosis can be reached if appropriate information is
received by bird owners. This might lead to more reports at
the general practitioner and therefore prevents severe cases of
psittacosis.
Key messages:
� Most bird owners were unaware of the health risks related to

their birds.
� To prevent severe cases of psittacosis it is important to

provide information from a near-by environment and to use
credible ambassadors.
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Background:
Vaccine hesitancy (VH) has become the focus of growing
attention because of decreased vaccination rates and increased
emergency department use, morbidity, and mortality. VH has
not been deeply studied in Sicily. The aim of this study was to
estimate the prevalence of VH among parents and to
investigate the potential determinants.
Methods:
We performed a survey from 1 March to 1 June 2018, using a
random sample of parents who reported on median 10 year-
old children. The parents were recruited in pediatrician’s
offices and elementary schools. Information pertaining to

socio-demographic characteristics, sources of information
regarding vaccination and VH was collected. VH was
calculated using the Parents Attitudes about Childhood
Vaccines (PACV) questionnaire. Associations between VH
and predictors were tested using Multivariable Logistic
Regression.
Results:
In total 471 questionnaires were collected, 77.7% of respon-
dents were mothers. Based on the PACV 100-point scale,
73.2% (95% CI: 69.0-77.2) of parents had a 0 to <49 score (low
level of VH); and 26.8% (95% CI: 22.8-31.0) had a score of 50
and higher (high level of VH). Internet (66.9%, 95% CI: 62.4-
71.1) was the main source of information on vaccination
followed by television (29.1%, 95% CI: 25.0-33.4). In the
bivariate analyses, VH was associated with education, marital
status and occupation, but not with gender and age of parents.
In multivariate analyses, highly educated (ORadj = 0.297, 95%
CI = 0.141-0.626) and married (ORadj = 0.457, 95%
CI = 0.213-0.977) parents were more prone to be nonhesitant,
but not so unemployed parents (ORadj = 1.787, 95%
CI = 1.083-2.956).
Conclusions:
The prevalence of VH among the Sicilian parents was
comparable with other populations. These results could be
an important starting point to support the implementation of
effective vaccination strategies.
Key messages:
� Implement interventions and strategies to further under-

stand the issue of VH, to restore trust in authorities and
vaccines.
� Suggest strategies that could improve childhood vaccination

rates.
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Background:
Healthcare associated infection (HAI) is alarmingly increasing
in low income settings. In Tunisia, the burden of HAI is still
not well described. We aimed to analyze risk factors
independently associated with HAIs in hospitalized patients
in Sahloul Hospital for the last five years.
Methods:
We conduct every year a prevalence survey, as part of the
program for the prevention and control of HAI at Sahloul
Hospital. It is a cross-sectional study of one-day prevalence
with a single pathway. All departments were included in the
survey, except emergency and hemodialysis services due to
their very short length of stay. Data collection was carried out
using NosoTun plug (national HAI prevalence survey).
Logistic regression was performed to identify independent
risk factors of mortality among infected patients with p value
less than .05.
Results:
Over five years, prevalence of HAI ranged from 11.4% in 2014
to 7.1% in 2018. In 2014, independent risk factors of HAIs
were the use of peripheral venous catheter, central venous
catheter, and undergoing a surgery. Intensive care units and
surgical departments were independently associated with the
occurrence of HAIs. In 2015 and 2016, in addition to the
factors already mentioned, antibiotic therapies for the last six
months as well as parenteral feeding were also found as
independent risk factors. In both 2017 and 2018, intrinsic
factors were found in multivariate analysis; in fact diabetes as
underlying disease was independently associated with HAIs.
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