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HEROM SHOWS ITS TRUE 
COLOURS!

Editorial Preface

Jeroen Poblome, John Lund and Daniele Malfitana
University of Leuven, The National Museum of Denmark, And Ibam-
Cnr-Italy

One of the privileges of editing HEROM is that our publisher, Leuven 
University Press, kindly allows us to help choose the colour of the cover. This 
year’s colour we find pretty. Not that the others were bad, also considered as 
a set, but the 2015 hue, value and chroma – to put it in Albert H. Munsell’s 
terms – are particularly lively. Fittingly so.

Indeed, HEROM is alive and kicking: as of 2015 two issues will be published 
annually, in the months of May and November of each year. In part this is a 
managerial decision, to continue to create a place for HEROM as a journal, 
but this new step also reflects the growing amount of contributions which 
are being proposed for consideration on Hellenistic, Roman and late antique 
material culture. This is nothing less than excellent news, as scholars of the 
past are increasingly becoming aware of how studies of material culture, bro-
ken though it may be, are oftentimes instrumental in grounding theory and 
concepts, archaeological or other-disciplinary, in the reality of the past. It 
also works the other way round, by allowing the study of the minutiae of past 
material culture, still the bread and butter of much classical archaeology, to 
meaningfully reach a wider audience, and in doing so surpass the ad hoc and 
often coincidental nature of the collections and assemblages we study. 

As editors – as well as practitioners in this field – we cannot be alone in con-
sidering that every archaeological project, be it survey, excavation or even 
non-fieldwork-based, no matter how big or small in enterprise, dealing with 
aspects of the Hellenistic to late antique worlds, holds a variety of material 
culture, which represents considerable potential still to be unlocked. As ever 
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8	 Jeroen P oblome,  John Lund and Daniele Malfitana

more archaeologists wish to be encompassing, inspirational and inclusive in 
explaining the human experiences of past communities, studies of material 
culture increasingly take centre-stage. And rightfully so. HEROM wishes to 
continue to function as a medium to voice concerns and issues in the study of 
ancient material culture, but much more so to demonstrate the potential of our 
evidence to contribute to a historically meaningful understanding of the past.

António José Marques da Silva’s contribution is an excellent example of this 
ambition. The collection of material culture he presents is very much early 
Roman Imperial in nature. At face value. But to truly understand material cul-
ture one needs only to scratch the surface in order to discover how disconcert-
ingly stubborn such evidence can be, pulling interpretations in many ways, 
without much sense of direction. That is where theoretical concepts come in, 
in this case mainly the originally linguistic notion of creolisation, in order to 
help create meaning to basically mixed messages, experiences and practices.

Sophia Germanidou offers an overview of dovecotes from the late Roman 
and Byzantine periods. Pigeon breeding structures represent the study of 
material culture in its widest sense. These features, documented in a range of 
historical, art historical and archaeological sources, do not necessarily con-
form to typically mobile material culture, such as pottery, glass vessels or 
objects cut from bone, but are mostly lost in the gap between architectural 
and material culture studies. Yet, transport amphorae were at times second-
arily used as dovecotes. To be sure, this gap is a scholarly artefact, corre-
sponding to no reality in the past, which is one of the reasons why HEROM 
wishes to bring this contribution.

The next two contributions deal with specific aspects of material culture 
remains, and as it happens both concern amphorae. Matthew Loughton and 
Laurence Alberghi consider the practices of piercing and holing amphorae, 
based on the study of an assemblage excavated recently at Toulouse. Basically 
from holes, useful observations can be derived on the nature and function of 
the studied site, as well as on the origins of some of the people who lived and 
worked there. It is illustrative of the potential of material culture studies that 
not only the objects an sich need to be considered, but also each and every 
detail of these. When properly documented, it is easy to grasp how seemingly 
odd features reveal past practices of daily life, possibly involving multiple 
uses of the same object.

Philip Bes and Leo Vanhecke, finally, do not deal with prototypical and 
well-known categories of amphorae. Their study concerns amphorae made 
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Editorial Preface	 9

in the immediate vicinity of the Pisidian town of Sagalassos. The degree to 
which the scholarly world does not know these types of products seems to be 
related to their unknown and possibly very restricted range of distribution. 
Who produces amphorae in a mountainous region at quite a distance from 
the sea or other transport options anyway? The paper does not so much wish 
to attract attention to the existence of the Sagalassos amphorae per se, but 
demonstrates how detailed observation of basically oddities on these vessels 
reveals ancient practices. Even if the latter can only be interpreted in hypo-
thetical terms, the various options indicate the intricacies of past reality of 
the associated chaine(s) opératoire(s).

HEROM 4.2 will present another series of individual studies. On the other 
hand, both issues planned for 2016 will feature thematic approaches. One 
will be dedicated to the memory and intellectual legacy of Professor David 
Peacock, who sadly passed away in March this year. He is and will be much 
missed, also on HEROM’s scientific committee. The other 2016 issue will 
present a collection of contributions documenting the ‘material turn’ in the 
discipline of Geography, and the ways in which this represents an analytical 
as well as conceptual potential for the disciplines of the past. 
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