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Foreword

The biophysical system sciences have responded quickly to the call of climate 
change. However, this situation contrasts with the late arrival of the social 
sciences in this field (Norgaard, 2018), manifesting a certain lack of “sociological 
imagination”.

Climate change has anthropocentric causes produced by socially organised 
activities rooted in a certain logic of production and consumption practices 
(Islam and Kieu, 2021). In that sense, the social sciences’ contribution lies 
in pointing out that its direct drivers are also embedded in broader social 
conditions, such as economic, technical, cultural, and governance systems, as 
well as social values, ideals, and material interests, which vary across geographic 
locations (Kais and Islam, 2018).

A major criticism of social science approaches to climate change is the 
dominance of individual-level analyses. Focusing on the individual level 
marginalises institutional, social, and cultural aspects, providing partial and 
restricted understandings of human behaviour and social change (Shove, 2010) 
and resulting in policy responses that leave social, political, and economic 
aspects understudied (Malm, 2016).

More recently, some social science contributions have pointed out that the 
dominant framework, including the official reports of the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) or the US National Academy of Sciences, 
depoliticise the discussion on climate change and the environment, and thus 
reinforce the socio-political and economic status quo. The post-political 
critique highlights how the scientific interpretative framework on climate 
change, including both the social and natural sciences, is partial and incomplete, 
leading to inadequate policy proposals by failing to analyse the value systems 
critically, power relations and institutional processes that have led to climate 
change (Brulle and Dunlap, 2015).

To analyse the social dimensions of climate change, the social sciences raise 
two distinctive and advantageous issues. First, sociology and the social 
sciences are well-equipped to examine the causes, consequences and possible 
solutions to climate change (Latour, 2021). They can add important insights 
to this phenomenon (De la Cadena and Blaser, 2018), reminding us that the 
forces driving global climate change are embedded in social structures and 
institutions (Haraway, 2016), cultural values and beliefs, and social practices 
(Kitcher and Keller, 2019). Second, a standard limitation of existing climate 
change analyses is to confine themselves to the dominant interpretative 
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framework, which argues that market-based policies are the only feasible 
option for reducing carbon emissions within the current global liberal political-
economic system (Villavicencio, 2021). This latter aspect presents blind spots 
in societal responses to climate change and limits the breadth of alternative 
actions that can be imagined.

In international forums, a minimum consensus has been reached among 
participants, leaving most unsatisfied. Consensus is made practically impossible 
by what Rebecca Elliott (2018) defines as a “sociology of loss” — what some 
see as sufficient, others see as far from what is necessary. Within and beyond 
sociology, climate change research has problematised vulnerability, focusing 
on redressing its unequal distribution across gender, race, class and region. 
The position is not merely a question of social differences that interrelate with 
loss but also involves integrating autonomy and social solidarity in times of 
loss, generating sensitivities and mobilising resources. Two factors seem to 
limit awareness regarding the urgency of seeking alternatives. On the one 
hand, what may define our historical epoch as Anthropocene (Scranton, 2021) 
or Capitalocene (Moore, 2016), i.e. a surveillance capitalism embedded in the 
fabric of life that shapes the subjectivities of individuals beyond consumption 
(Illouz, 2019). On the other hand, there is the “Giddens paradox”, which states 
that since the dangers posed by global warming are neither tangible nor 
always visible in everyday life, many will not engage in action to redress them 
(Giddens, 2011).

Based on these aspects, this conference aims to analyse activities encompassing 
the socio-ecological practices characterised by ecological embeddedness 
(Morris and Kirwan, 2011; Whiteman and Cooper, 2000). Although the roots of 
this concept are to be found in economic sociology, its meaning is extended here 
to suggest that other practices of food consumption, mobility, ways of living, 
and the choice between essential consumer goods and the forms of relating 
to them can also be seen as increasingly embedded in natural or ecological 
processes. In doing so, we point out how the concept of environmental 
embeddedness could be operationalised in research practice to explore the 
ecological dimensions of many activities and practices of everyday life.

This international interdisciplinary conference strives to achieve the dual goal 
of extending the frontiers of current knowledge on socio-ecological practices 
related to the climate emergency and simultaneously improving (instead of 
just informing) these practices themselves. To this end, we gather academics 
and practitioners researching and developing socio-ecological practices “on 
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the ground” worldwide. We look forward to learning from experiences in various 
areas —from renewable energies to the arts—and from studies considering 
the perspective and expertise of multiple actors and stakeholders: state 
institutions, non-profits, civil society organisations, social movements, and the 
private sector.

Scope and objectives

This conference explores socio-ecological practices’ trajectory, characteristics, 
and impacts in the context of climate crisis and emergency. It aims to showcase 
and deliberate on the latest challenges these practices pose and the practical 
solutions currently being implemented. Specifically, the conference will address 
the following questions:

•	When, where, and under what conditions do socio-ecological practices occur?
•	What are the characteristics of contemporary socio-ecological practices?
•	Which actors are involved in these practices, and what types of interactions 

emerge from them?
•	What are socio-ecological practices’ practical, symbolic, and legal effects?

This Book of Proceedings gathers all conference papers submitted punctually 
and in the correct format. It includes a diverse range of theoretical and empirical 
studies that examine socio-ecological practices across various domains such 
as social movements and politics, production, consumption, culture, arts, 
science, housing, care, education, solidarity with precarious groups, and civic 
engagement. The contributors hail from various disciplines, including social 
and physical sciences, humanities, architecture, arts, and design. A public 
roundtable as a pre-conference event also featured speakers engaged in socio-
ecological practices across these varied fields.

All submissions underwent a rigorous double-blind peer review process, with 
a third reviewer consulted in select instances. This volume features conference 
papers in English, the conference’s official language, and Spanish. The 
organisation of texts is straightforward: they are sorted first by track and then 
alphabetically by the authors’ last names.

This volume contains the complete final Conference Program, detailing the 
track and session titles and the titles and authors of all papers presented. It 
also includes abstracts for the presentations by our keynote speakers: Dr Mario 
Blaser, Dr Paula Bruna Pérez, Dr Dr h.c. mult. Donatella della Porta, Dr Rebecca 
Elliot, Dr Michael Marder, and Dr Paola Mercogliano. For ease of access, abstracts 
of the oral presentations are conveniently located at the end of the book.
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We would like to extend our acknowledgements and express our gratitude to 
the members of the conference’s Scientific Committee: Dr Miguel Alexiades 
(University of Kent), Dr Elisenda Ardèvol (Universidad Oberta de Calalunya), 
Dr Iñaki Bárcena Hinojal (Universidad del País Vasco/Euskal Herriko 
Unibertsitatea), Dr Breno Bringel (Universidade Estatal de Rio de Janeiro, IESP-
UERJ), Dr Esteban Castro (Newcastle University), Dr Noé Cornago (Universidad 
del País Vasco/ Euskal Herriko Unibertsitatea), Dr Liana Daher (University of 
Catania), Dr Sergio Henrique Faria (BC3 Basque Centre for Climate Change, 
UPV/EHU, and Nagaoka-Japan University of Technology), Dr Sari Hanafi (The 
American University of Beirut), Dr Pedro Ibarra Güell (Fundación Betiko, País 
Vasco), Dr Peter Kelly (Deakin University), Dr Dr hc Roger Malina (University 
of Texas), Dr Ezio Manzini (Polytechnic University of Milan, Elisava Barcelona 
School of Design, Jiangnan University, Wuxi, China, DESIS Network), Dr Daishiro 
Nomiya (Chuo University, Tokyo), Dr Sujata Patel (University of Hyderabad), Dr 
Dr hc mult Sarah Pink (Monash Data Futures Institute, Monash University), 
Dr Geoffrey Pleyers (Université Catholique de Louvain), Dr Cely Scalon 
(Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro), and Dr Benjamín Tejerina (Universidad 
del País Vasco/Euskal Herriko Unibertsitatea). 

Special thanks and appreciation are extended to the dedicated team of 
researchers at the Universidad del País Vasco/Euskal Herriko Unibertsitatea: 
Predoctoral researcher Clara Acuña, Dr Diego Carbajo, Predoctoral Researcher 
Zakarie Cheddadi El Haddad, Predoctoral researcher Ornella Franco, Dr Carlos 
García Grados, Dr Joseba García Martín, Dr Olatz González Abrisketa, Predoctoral 
Researcher José Luis González Rivas, Dr Amaia Izaola, Dr Aitzpea Leizaola, Dr 
Cristina Miranda de Almeida, Predoctoral Researcher Ignacia Perugorría, and 
Dr Benjamín Tejerina. We also recognise the contributions of our esteemed 
colleagues from various Spanish universities, including Dr Ana Aliende Urtasun 
(Universidad Pública de Navarra/Nafarroako Unibertsitate Publikoa), Dr 
Rafael Castelló-Cogollos and Dr Ramón Llopis Goig (Universitat de València), 
Dr Raquel González Eransus (Universidad Pública de Navarra), Dr Manuel 
Hidalgo (Universidad Carlos III, Madrid), Dr Nuria López de Guereñu (Fundación 
Eki), Dr Ivan López Pardo (Universidad de Zaragoza), Dr Carmen Rodríguez-
Rodríguez (Universidade da Coruña), Dr Elsa Santamaría (Universitat Oberta 
de Catalunya), and Dr Francisco Seijo (IE University, Instituto de Empresa). 

Our international team members include Dr Paula Abreu (Universidade de 
Coimbra), Mauricio Chama and Dr Mora González Canosa (Universidad Nacional 
de la Plata), Dr Andrés Gómez and José Pinto Galaz (FACSO-Universidad de 
Chile), Dr Kai Heidemann (University of Maastricht), Dr Héloïse Nez (Université 
de Paris Cité, LIED), Predoctoral Researcher María Angel Orjuela (University of 
Heidelberg), Dr Camilo Tamayo (University of Huddersfield) and Predoctoral 
Researcher Thomas James Vaughan Williams (University of Huddersfield). Thank 
you all for your essential participation in the Socioecos project and conference.
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We are immensely grateful to all involved, especially our session chairs and 
organisers, for their diligent efforts and intellectual contributions, which ensure 
an engaging and successful conference. Thanks to Dr Susana Carro-Ripalda 
and Dr Elvira Santiago for their collaboration. Likewise, we appreciate the 
support of our academic network and partners: Ruralim (New Imaginaries of 
the Rural in Contemporary Spain: Culture, Documentary, and Journalism) and 
Artekom (Art for Energy Transition: Communication and Awareness Strategies 
on the Bizkaia Campus).

Doña Maite Elorza and Doña Marije Mesonero (Oñati’s International Institute 
for the Sociology of Law) expertly coordinated the logistics for the conference. 
Additionally, the creation of this book and the distinctive visual identity of 
the conference was made possible through the invaluable contributions and 
support of Don Mikel Azpiri Landa, our creative graphic designer.

Furthermore, we acknowledge our conference sponsors: the Vice-Rectorate 
for Research of the University of the Basque Country, the Department of 
Education, Universities and Research of the Basque Government, the Spanish 
Ministry of Economics and Competitiveness, and Betiko Foundation. Only with 
their economic support was this conference possible. 

Finally, we would like to highlight our gratitude to all the authors and participants 
who shared their research results at this conference, giving meaning to all the 
effort involved in organising it. 

Compiling and publishing these papers represents the initial phase of an 
international collaborative effort. This endeavour will significantly contribute 
to building a vibrant academic community transcending national boundaries 
and disciplinary limits. We aim for this volume to stimulate a global dialogue 
among scholars, researchers, activists, policymakers, and citizens on how we 
can effectively address the urgent issues of our era while enhancing our field 
of study and expanding its societal influence. The conference will be an ideal 
platform for fostering this essential conversation.
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•	Maastricht University
•	Red de Estudios sobre Juventud y Sociedad
•	Research Committee on Social Classes and Social Movements (RC47), 
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•	Sociological Association
•	Research Committee on Social Movements, Collective Action and Social 

Change (RC48) International Sociological Association 
•	Ruralim. New imaginaries of rural life in contemporary Spain: culture, 

documentary and journalism.
•	Universidad de Buenos Aires
•	Universidad de Chile/ FACSO 
•	Université Paris Cité
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Oñatiko Lege-Soziologiako Nazioarteko Erakundea
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•	Dr Mario Blaser, Departments of Archaeology, Anthropology and Geography 
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Conference Programme and Timetable

Opening and Welcoming Session
Chair: Prof Benjamin Tejerina
University of the Basque Country

Plenary Session 1
Prof. Dra. Dra. h.c. mult Donatella della Porta
Centre on Social Movement Studies (Cosmos), Scuola Normale Superiore
The Contentious Politics of Climate Change. Old and New Cleavage in 
Environmental Struggles

Plenary Session 3
Dr Michael Marder
Ikerbasque Research Professor, University of the Basque Country, UPV/EHU
Material Sustainabilities: rethinking sustainability from below

Plenary Session 4
Dr Paula Bruna
Ecological and Forestry Applications Research Centre CREAF-UAB
The Plantocene: Exploring an Ecocentric View through Art and Fiction

Plenary Session 2
Dr Mario Blaser
Memorial University of Newfoundland, Terranova-St John's, Canada
For Emplacement: Life Projects Beyond Re-embedding

Debate 1
Chair: Prof Benjamin Tejerina
University of the Basque Country

8:30 AM
Hall (Ground Floor)

11:15 AM
Hall (Ground Floor)

1:30 PM
Laboa Hall

9:00 AM
Mitxelena
Conf. Room

9:30 AM
Mitxelena
Conf. Room

11:45 AM
Mitxelena
Conf. Room

12:30 PM
Mitxelena
Conf. Room

10:15 AM
Mitxelena
Conf. Room

11:00 AM
Mitxelena
Conf. Room

Registration and Reception
Registration, distribution of conference materials and identifi cation cards

Coff ee Break

Lunch Break

06/June/2024 Thursday

Debate 2
Chair: Dr Cristina Miranda de Almeida (UPV/EHU) and Dr Susana Carro-Ripalda

1:15 PM
Mitxelena
Conf. Room
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06/June/2024 Thursday

Lunch Break

Coff ee Break

Conference Dinner

T1 Session 1
Track 1: 
Ecologist social 
movements 
on climate 
emergency. 
Politics and 
climate change

3:00 - 5:00 PM
Baroja Room

T1 Session 2
Track 1: 
Ecologist social 
movements 
on climate 
emergency. 
Politics and 
climate change

5:30 - 7:50 PM
Baroja Room

T4 Session 1
Track 4: Socio-
ecological 
practices for 
rewilding 
and nature 
preservation. 
Science and 
citizen science 
and the climate 
change

3:00 - 5:00 PM
Arriaga Room

T4 Session 2
Track 4: Socio-
ecological 
practices for 
rewilding 
and nature 
preservation. 
Science and 
citizen science 
and the climate 
change

5:30 - 7:50 PM
Arriaga Room

T2 Session 1
Track 2: Social-
ecological 
practices 
concerning new 
production and 
labour models 
on the verge 
of climate 
emergency

3:00 - 5:00 PM
Barandiaran 
Room

T7 Session 1
Track 7: Social-
ecological 
practices 
in culture, 
media and 
communication

5:30 - 7:50 PM
Barandiaran 
Room

T6 Session 1
Track 6: 
The human 
dimension of 
socio-ecological 
practices in the 
age of climate 
emergency: 
Awareness, 
consciousness, 
wellbeing and 
care

3:00 - 5:00 PM
Elhuyar Room

T6 Session 2
Track 6: 
The human 
dimension of 
socio-ecological 
practices in the 
age of climate 
emergency: 
Awareness, 
consciousness, 
wellbeing and 
care

5:30 - 7:50 PM
Elhuyar Room

T3 Session 1
Track 3: Social-
ecological 
practices in 
living and 
consumption 
to fi ght climate 
emergency

3:00 - 5:00 PM
Oteiza Room

T3 Session 2
Track 3: Social-
ecological 
practices in 
living and 
consumption 
to fi ght climate 
emergency

5:30 - 7:50 PM
Oteiza Room

1:30 PM
Laboa Hall

5:00 PM
Laboa Hall

9:00 PM
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07/June/2024 Friday

Plenary Session 5
Dr Paola Mercogliano
Agora European Project; University of Naples; Italian Climatology Society
Agora. Advancing Societal Transformation for Climate Adaptation through co-
creation, mutual learning and support to local communities
Chair: Dr Camilo Tamayo Gómez
University of Huddersfi eld

Plenary Session 6
Rebecca Elliot
London School of Economics; Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and 
the Environment; LSE Phelan United States Centre
For Emplacement: Life projects Beyond Re-embedding

Debate 3
Chair: Dr Camilo Tamayo Gómez
University of Huddersfi eld

8:30 AM
Hall

11:00 AM
Laboa Hall

9:00 AM
Baroja Room

9:45 AM
Baroja Room

10:30 AM
Baroja Room

Registration and Reception

Coff ee Break

Lunch Break1:30 PM
Laboa Hall

T1 Session 3
Track 1: 
Ecologist social 
movements 
on climate 
emergency. 
Politics and 
climate change

11:30 - 1:30 PM
Baroja Room

T5 Session 1
Track 5: Socio-
ecological 
practices in 
education and 
health in the 
climate crisis

11:30 - 1:30 PM
Arriaga Room

T8 Session 1
Track 8: Art, 
technology, 
design, and 
climate crisis

11:30 - 1:30 PM
Barandiaran 
Room

T6 Session 3
Track 6: 
The human 
dimension of 
socio-ecological 
practices in the 
age of climate 
emergency: 
Awareness, 
consciousness, 
wellbeing and 
care

11:30 - 1:30 PM
Elhuyar Room

T2 Session 2
Track 2: Social-
ecological 
practices 
concerning new 
production and 
labour models 
on the verge 
of climate 
emergency

11:30 - 1:30 PM
Oteiza Room
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Lunch Break 1:30 PM
Laboa Hall

07/June/2024 Friday

Coff ee Break

Closing Session and Farewell
Chair: Prof Benjamin Tejerina

University of the Basque Country

T1 Session 4
Track 1: 
Ecologist social 
movements 
on climate 
emergency. 
Politics and 
climate change

3:00 - 5:00 PM
Baroja Room

T5 Session 2
Track 5: Socio-
ecological 
practices in 
education and 
health in the 
climate crisis

5:30 - 7:30 PM
Baroja Room

T4 Session 3
Track 4: Socio-
ecological 
practices for 
rewilding 
and nature 
preservation. 
Science and 
citizen science 
and the climate 
change

3:00 - 5:00 PM
Arriaga Room

T4 Session 4
Track 4: Socio-
ecological 
practices for 
rewilding 
and nature 
preservation. 
Science and 
citizen science 
and the climate 
change

5:30 - 7:30 PM
Arriaga Room

T8 Session 2
Track 8: Art, 
technology, 
design, and 
climate crisis

3:00 - 5:00 PM
Barandiaran 
Room

T8 Session 3
Track 8: Art, 
technology, 
design, and 
climate crisis

5:30 - 7:30 PM
Barandiaran 
Room

T6 Session 4
Track 6: 
The human 
dimension of 
socio-ecological 
practices in the 
age of climate 
emergency: 
Awareness, 
consciousness, 
wellbeing and 
care

3:00 - 5:00 PM
Elhuyar Room

T6 Session 5
Track 6: 
The human 
dimension of 
socio-ecological 
practices in the 
age of climate 
emergency: 
Awareness, 
consciousness, 
wellbeing and 
care

5:30 - 7:30 PM
Elhuyar Room

T3 Session 3
Track 3: Social-
ecological 
practices in 
living and 
consumption 
to fi ght climate 
emergency

3:00 - 5:00 PM
Oteiza Room

T3 Session 4
Track 3: Social-
ecological 
practices in 
living and 
consumption 
to fi ght climate 
emergency

5:30 - 7:30 PM
Oteiza Room

5:00 PM
Laboa Hall

7:30-8:00 PM
Baroja Room
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Conference Call for Papers

We invite proposals that explore socio-ecological practices in relation to 
the climate crisis in different areas: social movements; new production and 
labour models; living and consumption; rewilding and nature preservation; 
citizen science; education and health; the human dimension of the climate 
emergency, awareness, consciousness, wellbeing and care; culture, media and 
communication; art, technology and design; and legal aspects and politics. 
These areas constitute the conference tracks and are developed into -but not 
limited to- topics of interest, according to the following table:

Track Topics of Interest (examples)

1

Ecologist and social 
movements on climate 
emergency. Politics and 
climate change 

Greenpeace; Extinction Rebellion; Scientist Rebellion; Just 
Stop Oil; Vegetal Future; Ecologists in Action; Fridays for 
Future; Climate Justice; eco-feminisms; citizen science 
movements; anti-extractivism movements; eco-justice; 
main political debates; negationist movements; resilience, 
mitigation and resistance movements

2

Social-ecological practices 
concerning new production 
and labour models on the 
verge of climate emergency

Sustainable forms of energy, agricultural and industrial 
production; sustainable work; work-related social-
ecological practices; agroecology; green energy companies; 
eco-based businesses and companies; greening practices in 
production

3
Social-ecological practices 
in living and consumption 
to fight climate emergency

Sustainable housing; sustainable cities; eco-markets; 
social practices in search for alternative energy sources; 
energy cooperatives and energy sovereignty; architecture 
and design for sustainable living and environments; 
biodiversity in rural and urban environments; urban nature; 
the ecological impact of alternative energy sources; the 
negative impact of windmills and solar plants on natural 
environments; eco-tourism

4

Socio-ecological practices 
for rewilding and nature 
preservation. Science and 
citizen science and the 
climate change 

Socio-ecological practices of adaptation, mitigation, 
resistance, transition and resilience to the climate 
emergency; social practices for wildlife preservation; 
interspecies relationships; new forms of pastoralism; 
traditional ecological knowledge; nature-based social-
ecological practices; social responses to natural and 
human-provoked disasters; the rights of plants and 
animals; legal aspects of nature; scientific aspects of 
climate emergency; citizen science-based science projects
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Track Topics of Interest (examples)

5
Socio-ecological practices 
in education and health in 
the climate crisis

Eco-pedagogies; eco-methodologies; eco- and animal-
assisted pedagogies and therapies; ecological education; 
eco-centric education; eco-feminist approaches in 
pedagogy; eco-critical pedagogies; the impact of the 
climate crisis on health; planetary health-based practices

6

The human dimension of 
socio-ecological practices 
in the age of climate 
emergency: Awareness, 
consciousness, wellbeing 
and care

Awareness and sensitisation practices centred on the 
climate emergency; emotional and mental health effects 
of climate threats and ecological loss; tools and practices 
to deal with climate crisis worry, eco-anxiety, ecological 
grief, and environmental guilt; social practices of self and 
collective care; politics of life sustainability; climate crisis 
and ecological disaster-based displacement, climate 
refugees

7
Social-ecological practices 
in culture, media and 
communication

Climate emergency in cultural production (music, cinema, 
video, literature); cultural representations of climate 
emergency; climate emergency-based imaginaries; 
communicating climate crisis; social media-supported 
practices in the age of climate crisis

8
Art, technology, design, and 
climate crisis

Eco-art; art and climate emergency; art and energy 
transition; climate crisis-based images and representations; 
DIY and Fab Labs’ responses to climate emergencies; 
design for reuse, repurpose, recycle, and upcycle—eco 
and bio design; sustainable design; eco-empathic design; 
creative data visualisation; artificial intelligence-based eco-
imaginaries

We encourage the submission of papers drawing on theoretical, methodological 
and experimental approaches from diverse fields of study, such as the social 
sciences, physical sciences, humanities, and design.

Official Language and Oral Presentation Guidelines

English is the conference’s official language. Abstracts, papers, and oral 
presentations should be done preferably in English. We, however, accept a few 
abstracts and papers in Spanish. Oral presentations in Spanish are welcome, 
provided they are accompanied by a PowerPoint presentation that includes a 
translation into English.

All plenary sessions count with simultaneous English-Spanish translation; 
regular sessions will not have simultaneous translation.

Final instructions for oral presentations detailing time slots and available 
resources were  sent out three weeks before the conference.
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Conference Proceedings

All accepted papers are published in the conference proceedings in digital 
format and in Green Open Access. The proceedings will be published with 
an ISBN issued by the University of the Basque Country Press under the 
Creative Commons licence and Digital Object Identifier (DOI). The proceedings 
book will be accessible for download from the conference website and other 
repository and academic platforms (Zenodo; UPV/EHU; ADDI; Academia and 
ResearchGate).

Important Dates
Task Deadline

Deadline for submission of abstracts 15 January 2024

Notification of acceptance or rejection of abstracts 31 January 2024

Payment deadline for authors and co-authors

Early 
bird fee

From 31 January to  
11 March 2024 (included)

Full rate 
fee

From 12 March to  
30 April 2024 (included)

Deadline for submission of full texts 11 March 2024

Reviewers’ comments 15 April 2024

Deadline for submission of revised full texts for the 
Conference Proceedings

30 April 2024

Guidelines for oral presentations and the conference 
programme sent to participants.

15 May 2024

Conference dates 6 and 7 June 2024

Registration and Conference Fees

All participants must register according to their type of participation. 
Registration and payment must be made through the conference platform: 
https://www.conftool.org/socioecos2024/.

All authors and co-authors of oral presentations and publications (2 or more co-
authors), must register on the platform (according to the categories provided) 
and pay the registration fees.

The conference author (presenter) fees include two lunches and refreshments 
at 4 coffee breaks, a conference kit and the publication of the conference 
proceedings in digital format.
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All participants must register on the conference platform, depending on their 
type of participation. All presentations are face-to-face. Presentations by 
videoconference are not accepted.

The participation rates and costs are indicated in this table:

Types of participation

Reduced rate 
From 31 

January as of 
11 March 2024

Full fare 
From 12 March 
as at 30 April 

2024

1) Authors and co-authors

· Attending authors (in Bilbao) 180€ 220€

· Co-authors (non-attendees) 90€ 110€

2) Non-presenting assistants 

· Postgraduate university students  
Some scholarships will be available on request. Write to: 
socioecos.conference2024@gmail.com

100€

· Other participants (attendees but non-presenters) 80€ 100€

3) Conference Dinner  
(optional on Thursday evening, 6th)

25€

Application and Selection Process

Abstracts and full papers, in both original and revised versions, must be sent 
exclusively through the conference platform, in two ensuing phases:

•	Abstracts: Abstracts (500 words) will undergo a double-blind peer review 
process and will be selected based on academic excellence, relevance, and 
thematic fit to ensure focused discussion at the conference. Abstracts are due 
on January 15, 2024; acceptance/ rejection announcements will be sent out 
by January 31, 2024.

•	Papers: Authors whose abstracts have been accepted can submit full papers 
(2,500 words + references) by March 11, 2024. All papers will go through a 
double-blind peer review process. Reviewers’ comments and suggestions will 
be sent out before April 15, 2024. Revised papers are due on April 30, 2024; 
these versions will be published in the conference proceedings. In order to be 
included in the proceedings, papers must strictly follow the guidelines detailed 
on the conference website (Socioecos): https://socioecos.org/wp-content/
uploads/2024/04/GuidelinesApril7_CAMERA_READY_Proceedings.pdf.



Keynote Speaker Abstracts 

Mario Blaser
Departments of Archaeology, Anthropology and Geography 
Memorial University of Newfoundland-St John’s, Canada

For Emplacement: Life Projects Beyond  
Re-embedding

 
Abstract: The sociological imagination of the 1990s described 
globalization as modernization writ large, an inexorable process of 
disembedding life from the particularities of and ties to place, and of 
increasing dependence on “abstract systems” spread across time and 
space.  

Today, globalization is being questioned, and we are told daily that 
the world is facing its consequences in the form of a crisis of planetary 
proportions. In the face of this, we are beginning to see the emergence 
of various calls to re-embed our lives in our places. In this talk, I will 
share some ideas from my forthcoming book, in which I invite readers to 
adopt a standpoint, informed by the experiences of what I call emplaced 
collectives (often simplistically labelled as indigenous communities), 
from which to evaluate these calls and to explore what it might take 
to become emplaced. This concept resonates with, but is not the same 
as, embedded, and in fact foregrounds some Gordian knots that are not 
necessarily within the purview of calls for re-embedding. 

I will discuss how the concept has taken shape, how it helps illuminate 
perhaps little-noticed complexities of the so-called planetary crisis, and 
offer a way to respond to them through what I call life projects.
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Paula Bruna Pérez 
Ecological and Forestry Applications Research Centre CREAF-
UAB)

The Plantocene: Exploring an Ecocentric View 
through Art and Fiction

 
Abstract: For over fifty years, we’ve known that our way of living leads to 
global ecological crises such as climate change, biodiversity loss, resource 
depletion, and pollution (Meadows et al., 1972). Despite this knowledge, 
the situation continues to worsen, pushing us toward dangerous limits 
for societal sustainability (Steffen et al., 2015). Why haven’t we changed 
course?

Many authors suggest that our limitations lie in the way we perceive 
ourselves in relation to the world (Guattari, 2000; Haraway, 2016; Morton, 
2016). To address this, we need to dismantle anthropocentrism and 
shift toward a broader worldview that allows us to explore new ways of 
ecological coexistence. Embracing non-human subjectivities, which offer 
different perspectives of reality, can be a powerful act in a society facing 
multiple crises.

But how can we approach non-human subjectivities given our human 
condition? To bridge this gap, I use a combination of scientific knowledge, 
speculative fiction, and artistic practice. This combination enables us to 
experience realities beyond the human perspective, providing significant 
potential to overcome prevailing anthropocentrism and to propose new 
ways of (co)existing (Bruna, 2019).

To challenge the human-centric focus of the Anthropocene, I introduced 
the concept of the Plantocene (Bruna, 2021), a fictional yet plausible 
geological era led by plants. Considering, for instance, the effects of 
photosynthesis on the atmosphere’s composition, if we discuss the 
Anthropocene, why not a Plantocene? Furthermore, humans utterly 
depend on plants. Thus, the Plantocene challenges human dominance 
and offers a new lens through which everything appears differently.

Using the Plantocene as a framework, I develop my artistic practice. My 
projects aim to understand the environment and ecological conflicts from 
other “points of life” (Coccia, 2017). I consider this approach of learning 
alongside other species a political act toward ecocentric perspectives 
and a poetic response against the isolation imposed by consumerist 
capitalism.
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Donatella della Porta 
Center on Social Movement Studies (Cosmos) Scuola Normale 
Superiore

The Contentious Politics of Climate Change. Old and 
New Cleavage in Environmental Struggles

Abstract: Climate change has been a central concern for environmental 
movements, not only with alliances but also cleavages developing at 
local, national and transnational levels. In the transnational campaigns, 
activists from the global South have challenged some main mainstream 
environmentalist strategies as tamed and claimed them as north-
centred. Concepts, like climate justice and environmentalism/ecology of 
the poors, have been used to point at global alternatives. Also, at local 
and national level, various forms of contention have developed, often 
from the recognition of emerging challenges.

At the cross-road of various intersecting crises (financial and health crises), 
Green Deal policies have cleaved the environmental movement between 
supporters of the green mainstream and critics of the greenwashing.

Recent processual developments in the analysis of contentious politics 
will be referred to understand these new cleavages. Illustrations from my 
ongoing research will be presented to single out success and failures in 
the building of alliances for the environment.
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Rebecca Elliott 
London School of Economics

Loss, Letting Go, and the Social Life of Climate 
Change

Abstract: Climate change involves human societies in problems of 
loss: depletion, disappearance, and collapse. The climate changes and 
changes other things, in specifically destructive ways. The talk offers a 
framework for reckoning analytically with the effects of climate change 
through the lens of loss: losses that can be compensated and those that 
cannot, losses that are resisted, mourned, or even desired. I will illustrate 
the intersections between loss and questions about value, limits, and 
memory,  across different sites and cases: from flood insurance in the 
United States to heritage preservation in the United Kingdom. The talk 
will further contextualize this project in broader interdisciplinary moves 
towards developing understandings of “the social life of climate change.”

Michael Marder
Ikerbasque Professor- Universidad del País Vasco / Euskal Herriko 
Unibertsitatea

Material Sustainabilities: rethinking sustainability 
from below

Abstract: In this talk, I consider how the world of vegetation undergirds, 
makes possible and, indeed, sustains the thinking and the practices of 
sustainability. I argue that plants possess intrinsic value, irreducible 
to the instrumental rationality that often dovetails with discourses of 
sustainability. The meaning of the intrinsic value of plants lies not so 
much in what they are in themselves as in what they are for themselves, 
at the limits of human understanding. I then suggest that this vegetal 
perspective on the world, which puts into question the anthropocentric 
idea of truth, may join a cross-species and cross-kingdoms “community of 
values” with human environmental practices that would treat other living 
beings not as objects of concern but as partners in sustainable living.
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Paola Mercogliano 
President of the Italian Climatology Society Euro-Mediterranean 
Centre on Climate Change-Advanced Meteorology at the 
University of Naples Parthenope- Horizon Europe AGORA project

Agora. Advancing Societal Transformation for 
Climate Adaptation through co-creation, mutual 
learning and support to local communities

Abstract: AGORA is a HORIZON Europe project (Grant agreement ID: 
101093921) which started in January 2023 and will have a total duration 
of 3 years. This initiative supports the EU Mission on Adaptation to 
Climate Change through four main pillars. First, it will carry out four Pilots 
to create workshops and implement co-creation, co-design and co-
implementation strategies in different countries: Spain (Zaragoza), Italy 
(Rome), Sweden (Malmö) and Germany (Dresden). Second, understanding 
stakeholders’ needs and the climate change risks in each framework 
will make it possible to create better strategies. In addition, the project 
gathers interest from cross-disciplinary stakeholders who take the lessons 
learned and evaluate how to implement them in a different context. They 
are considered “followers”; currently, there are over 50 stakeholders in 
non-Pilot countries, such as Portugal. Third, AGORA promotes societal 
transformation to empower local communities, and to do so, it evaluates 
the need for learning tools to be developed. It will host workshops 
tackling pressing issues, such as disinformation, while creating digital 
tools where citizens can obtain valuable knowledge. These will include 
a Digital Agora, two digital Academies, and an app, which will be a 
challenging game that will allow stakeholders to be entertained and learn 
simultaneously. Finally, the project evaluates policies implemented in 
different countries to address climate change risks and design adaptation 
strategies through participatory democratic methodologies. Through a 
multidisciplinary, integrated approach, AGORA is a growing, dynamic, 
pan-European community that creates and shares advanced digital 
tools to enhance awareness. Informed citizens can actively participate 
and contribute to ensure safe and sustainable development. Hence, the 
project is the meeting point where citizens share knowledge, practices, 
expertise and needs, interacting with sciences to design and build a more 
resilient Europe through a living dialogue between local communities.





32

Papers Index 
 
42	 Track 1 

Ecologist and social movements on climate emergency. Politics and 
climate change

	
44	 Raffaele Albanese 

Affiliation: University of Messina, Italy 
The effectiveness of Extinction Rebellion’s “Regenerative Cultures” 
for a Just Ecological Transformation: Socio-ecological Practices and 
Prefiguration

54	 Irene Beltran and Elisa Sainz de Murieta 
Affiliation: Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Spain 
Unravelling Loss and Damage: A Discourse Analysis Across NGO’s 
Positions

62	 Daniele Conversi 
Affiliation: Ikerbasque, UPV/EHU 
Climate Change and the Nation-State Curse

77	 Giuseppe Cugnata 
Affiliation: Scuola Normale Superiore, Italy 
The Militant Dispositions Behind the Socio-Ecological Practices of 
Climate Activists in France and Italy

90	 Liana M. Daher, Giorgia Mavica and Alessandra Scieri 
Affiliation: University of Catania, Italy 
How Fridays For Future Matters. Mobilisation for Implementing Socio-
ecological Practices

103	 Dmitry Erokhin1,Nadejda Komendantova1 and Marina Mattera2 
Affiliations: International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis, Austria1; 
EuroMediterranean Center on Climate Change (CMCC). Agora2. 
Spanish Climate Change Adaptation Policies: A Comprehensive Analysis 
of Participatory Elements

115	 Mora González Canosa1, Mauricio Chama2 
Affiliations: CONICET / UNLP1, UNLP2, Argentina 
La Construcción de la Lucha Contra el Uso Masivo de Agrotóxicos y 
Transgénicos como Causa Pública en Argentina. El Caso del Grupo de 
Reflexión Rural y la Campaña Paren de Fumigar



Climate Change, Sustainability
and Socio-ecological Practices 33

129	 Julie Levasseur 
Affiliation: Université de Montréal, Canada 
Root Causes: Socio-Ecological Controversies as Embodiment of the 
Ecologism/Productivism Cleavage

143	 Rosa Navarrete1, Enguer, Joan2 
Affiliation: Saarland University1, Heidelberg University2, Alemania 
Challenging Europe: How AntiEU Parties Use Opposition to 
Environmental Protection as a Way to Confront with the EU

156	 Eugene Nulman and Daniela Chironi 
Affiliation: Scuola Normale Superiore, Italy 
Placial Thickness in Social Movement Coalitions: The Case of Ex-GKN for 
Future

165	 Benjamín Tejerina 
Affiliation: Universidad del País Vasco/ Euskal Herriko Unibertsitatea, 
Spain 
Strategic and Generational Changes in Social Movements against 
Climate Change

175	 Thomas James Vaughan Williams and Camilo Tamayo Gómez 
Affiliation: The University of Huddersfield, United Kingdom 
Unpacking Environmental Activism in the UK: A Comparative Analysis of 
the Groups Extinction Rebellion and Just Stop Oil

185	 Dobrosława Wiktor-Mach 
Affiliation: Cracow University of Economics 
Challenging Development and Politicising Climate at Multiple Scales: 
The Climate Justice Coalition in Türkiye

194	 Track 2  
Social-ecological practices concerning new production and labour 
models on the verge of climate emergency

196	 Angie Astorga Romero 
Affiliation: Universidad de Santiago de Chile 
Estrategias Adaptativas Espacio-temporales para la Implementación 
de Proyectos Arquitectónicos en Áreas de Sacrificio Producto de la 
Actividad Extractiva en Chile. 
El Caso del Conflicto entre Andacollo y la Minería a Gran Escala



34

214	 Rafael Castelló1, Ramón Llopis1 and Iván López2 
Affiliations: Universitat de València1, Universidad de Zaragoza2, Spain 
Energy with social and ecological roots in Spain: the case of Som Energia

223	 Ahmed Elkhatabi 
Affiliation: Moulay Ismail University, Morocco 
Nurturing Resilience: Local Civil Society Advocacy for Equitable Access 
to Water Resources in Moroccan Draa Oasis

233	 Agathe Lelièvre 
Affiliation: Université de Rouen, France 
Cultivating Sustainable Tourism? A Case Study on Socio-ecological 
Practices through Volunteering in Organic Farms in France and Quebec

244	 Tania Roser Berthet 
Affiliation: Muséum National d’Histoire Naturelle, France, and UVic-UCC 
Adapting to the Uncertainties of ‘Desert Viticulture’ in the French 
Pyrénées-Orientales

256	 Barbara Rostecka 
Affiliation: Universidad de La Laguna, Spain 
Emprendimiento de las Personas Migrantes: Apuntes Teóricos acerca 
de la Experiencia de Construcción del Ecosistema Social en Tenerife 
(Canarias)

270	 Track 3  
Social-ecological practices in living and consumption to fight climate 
emergency

272	 Osman Arrobbio and Niccolò Bertuzzi 
Affiliation: Università di Parma, Italy 
Navigating Energy Transitions: Perspectives from Sardinia and Corsica 
amidst Environmental Challenges and Internal Colonization

284	 Giacomo Bazzani1; Vincenzo Marasco2; Angela Perulli3 
Affiliations: Università degli studi di Firenze, Italy1; Università degli studi di 
Firenze, Italy2; Università degli studi di Firenze, Italy3 
Beyond Environmentalism: Mapping the Terrain of Intergenerational 
Climate Solidarity

296	 Marcella Conceição and Carla Gomes and Luísa Schmidt 
Affilliation: Institute of Social Sciences, University of Lisbon, Portugal 
Social Acceptance of Water Reuse from Policy Instruments - The Case of 
Lisbon



Climate Change, Sustainability
and Socio-ecological Practices 35

307	 Mario Damborenea Iglesias1; Ekhi Atutxa Ordeñana2 and Xabier 
Mendizabal Leiñena2 
Affilliation: Erasmus University Rotterdam, The Netherlands1; University 
of Deusto, Spain2 
GoiEner Energy Cooperative – a Social Economy Initiative Facing the 
Challenge of Degrowth 

323	 Asier Divassson Jaureguibarria, Ana M. Macarulla, J. Ignacio Garcia and 
Cruz E. Borges 
Affilliation: Deusto Institute of Technology, Faculty of Engineering, 
University of Deusto 
V2G-QUESTS Integrating Vehicle-to-Grid Technologies for Equitable 
and Sustainable Transitions in Positive Energy Districts

331	 Carla Gomes and Luísa Schmidt 
Affilliation: Institute of Social Sciences of the University of Lisbon, 
Portugal. 
An Adaptive Governance for Water Justice in Europe

343	 José Luis González Rivas 
Affilliation: Universidad del País Vasco/ Euskal Herriko Unibertsitatea, 
Spain 
Un Consumo Sostenible de Alimentos: el Caso del Ecomercado de 
Granada

353	 Amaia Izaola, Aitzpea Leizaola, Zakariae Cheddadi 
Affiliation: Universidad del País Vasco/ Euskal Herriko Unibertsitatea, 
Spain 
Habitando en Comunidad desde la Ecología Urbana: Adentrándonos en 
las Viviendas Colaborativas (Cohousing)

361	 Salime Benan Kaya and Murat Cemal Yalçıntan 
Affiliation: Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University, Turkey 
Facing the Climate Crisis as a Common Challenge: the Role of 
Commoning Design Practices in Enhancing Urban Resilience 

375	 Patrice Melé 
Affiliation: UMR CITERES, University of Tours, CNRS, IUF, France 
Citizen Appropriation of Energy Transition: Encouragement of Collective 
Action as a Public Policy



36

385	 Ariela Mortara and Rosantonietta Scramaglia 
Affiliation: IULM University, Italy 
Are Young People Really Concerned about Climate Change? Evidence 
from Italy

400	 Héloïse Nez 
Affiliation: Université Paris Cité, LIED/LCSP, France 
A Limited Energy Democracy. Citizen Initiatives to Produce Renewable 
Energy in France

414	 Laura Nistor 
Affiliation: Sapientia Hungarian University of Transylvania, Romania 
An Important but Less Pressing Issue? Individual Actions against 
Climate Change in Romania over the Last Decade

426	 Susana Ramírez-García1 and Olga I. Mancha-Cáceres1,2 
Affiliation: University Complutense of Madrid1; Lancaster University, UK2 
From “Business as Usual” Tourism to Regenerative Tourism. In Search of a 
Change of Logics in Economic and Social Activities

436	 Andrés G. Seguel y José Pinto 
Affiliation: Universidad de Chile, Chile 
Continuidad de Prácticas y Objetos Vitivinícolas como Agentes del 
Terroir en Contextos de Crisis Climática

448	 Track 4 
Socio-ecological practices for rewilding and nature preservation. 
Science and citizen science and the climate change

450	 Raquel Ajates 
Affiliation: Universidad Nacional de Educación a Distancia, UNED, España 
Sprouting between Art and Science: Three Art Commissions on Seeds as 
the Resilient Pillars of Healthy and Sustainable Food Systems of Past, 
Present and Future

458	 Laura Bortoloni 
Affiliation: Università degli Studi di Ferrara, Italy 
Mapping Floods. Climate Change, Extreme Weather Events, and 
Geographic Data Visualisation from a Visual Communication Design 
Perspective



Climate Change, Sustainability
and Socio-ecological Practices 37

471	 Iván Pérez Rubio1 and Iker Etxano Gandariasbeitia2,3,4 
Affiliation: Basque Centre for Climate Change1, University of the Basque 
Country (UPV/EHU)2; HEGOA Institute for International Cooperation and 
Development Studies3; EKOPOL Research group4 
The Role of Multiple Values of Nature in Supporting Social-Ecological 
Transformations

484	 Elvira Santiago-Gómez and Carmen Rodríguez-Rodríguez 
Affiliation: Universidade da Coruña, España 
MitigACT Project. Mitigating Natural Disaster Risk in Resilient Societies. 
First Results of the Case Study Forest Fires in Galicia

490	 Luz Doris Vivas1,2 and Marc Neumann1,3 
Affiliation: Basque Centre for Climate Change (BC3), Leioa, Spain1; 
Universitat Politècnica de València (UPV), Valencia, Spain2; Ikerbasque – 
Basque Foundation for Science, Bilbao, Spain3 
Desafíos Actuales en la Gestión del Agua en el Mediterráneo: la 
Reintegración de Prácticas Tradicionales

500	 Track 5  
Socio-ecological practices in education and health in the climate crisis

502	 Andrea Albert-Fonseca1, Aline Chiabai1, Marc Neumann1,2 and Olga L. 
Hernández-Manrique1 
Affiliation: Basque Centre for Climate Change1, Spain; Ikerbasque2 
One Health in the Socio-Ecological System of the Bay of Plentzia

518	 Maxime Bourlier1, Baptiste Jacquet1,3; Frank Jamet2,3, Jean Baratgin1,3 
Affiliation: CHART1 University Paris 8, Paris1; CHArt, CY-University, Cergy-
Pontoise, France2; P-A-R-I-S Association, Paris3, France 
Knowledge, Action against Climate Change and Eco-Anxiety

530	 Cassi Claytor, Brian Gran, Ina Martin, and Cyrus Taylor 
Affiliation: Case Western Reserve University, United States of America 
Culture Change for Climate Change: Attitudes, Perceptions, and 
Experiences with Climate Change among University Members and 
Neighbors

544	 Emilie Frenkiel1,2 and Michel Olivier1,3 
Affiliation: Université Paris Est Créteil1, LIPHA2, LACL3 
Student Citizens’ Assemblies, Politics, Sustainability and Socio-
ecological Practices 



38

551	 Kai A. Heidemann 
Affiliation: Maastricht University, The Netherlands 
From Eco-anxiety to Eco-social Action: Exploring Repertoires of Eco-
pedagogical Praxis in Francophone Belgium

560	 Elsa Santamaría2, Clara Acuña Rodríguez1 y Ornella Franco Bass1 
Affiliation: Universidad del País Vasco/ Euskal Herriko Unibertsitatea1, 
Universitat Oberta de Catalunya2, España 
Formación Superior y Empleo en el Camino hacia la Sostenibilidad: el 
Caso de los Programas de Posgrado en España

573	 María Viota1; Laura Menatti2, Lorena Peña1, Beatriz Fernández de Manuel1, 
Ibone Ametzaga-Arregi1 
Affiliations: University of The Basque Country1, Spain; Konrad Lorenz 
Institute for Evolution and Cognition Research (KLI)2 
The Role of Green Areas for the Well-being of the University Community: 
Perceptions and Possibilities for a More Sustainable Campus 

584	 Track 6 
The human dimension of socio-ecological practices in the age of 
climate emergency: Awareness, consciousness, wellbeing and care

586	 Ana Aliende Urtasun1, Joseba Garcia Martin2,3, Raquel González Eransus1, 
Ignacia Perugorría2 
Affiliations: Universidad Pública de Navarra1, Universidad del País Vasco/
Euskal Herriko Unibertsitatea2, National University of Ireland, Maynooth 
(Irlanda)3 
Sostenibilidad Inside Out. La Emergencia del Movimiento de los Inner 
Development Goals (IDG) en el País Vasco, Navarra y Aragón

597	 Justo Corti Varela and Carmen Lozano-Cabedo 
Affiliation: UNED, Spain 
Climate-displaced People Arriving in Spain

603	 Rubén Díez García 
Affiliation: Universidad Complutese, Madrid, Spain 
Risks and Benefits of Technological Applications in Times of Climate 
Emergency. Citizens’ Social Perception, Science Enthusiasts, and Civic 
Engagement.



Climate Change, Sustainability
and Socio-ecological Practices 39

615	 Asier Divassson Jaureguibarria, Carlos Quesada, Diego Casado-Mansilla, 
Iker Cubillo, Armando Aguayo and Cruz E. Borges 
Affiliation: Deusto Institute of Technology, Faculty of Engineering, 
University of Deusto, Bilbao, Spain 
Cross-Generational Perceptions on Climate Change: Resolutive Insights 
from Youth and Elder

626	 Augusto Gamuzza, Davide Nicolosi, Simona Rita Coco 
Affiliation: University of Catania, Italy 
Contradictions in Ecological Behaviour among Urban Youth: Multimodal 
Insights into Climate Anxiety and Social Responsibility 

641	 João Guerra, Leonor Prata, Luisa Schmidt 
Affiliation: Institute of Social Sciences, University of Lisbon (ICS-ULisboa) 
The Case of ODSlocal in Portugal. Results of a Monitoring Survey

653	 Anna Maria Leonora 
Affiliation: Universidade de Lisboa, Portugal 
Intertwined Vulnerabilities: a Comparative Analysis of Climate Change, 
Gender Inequalities, and the Search for Holistic Ecology in the Laudato 
Sì Movement

662	 Olga I. Mancha-Cáceres1,2 and Susana Ramírez-García2 
Affiliation: Lancaster University, UK1, Universidad Complutense de 
Madrid2, Spain 
Forest Therapy and Forest Bathing: Exploring the Socioecological 
Connection in the Era of the Climate Emergency

674	 Marian Orjuela1 and Camilo Tamayo Gómez2 
Affiliation: Heidelberg University1, Germany; The University of 
Huddersfield2, United Kingdom 
Exploring the Eco-peace Nexus with ASMUPROPAZ: between Socio-
ecological Practices and the Reintegration Process of Ex-combatants in 
the Colombian Amazon

686	 Debjani Roy 
Affiliation: Srishti Manipal Institute of Art Design and Technology, India 
Fostering Sustainable Wellbeing via Socially Conscious Ecosystems- An 
Interventional Framework

699	 Öznur Yılmaz-Altun 
Affiliation: Artvin Coruh University, Turkiye 
Emotional Burden of Climate Change: The Case of Turkey



40

708	 Track 7 
Social-ecological practices in culture, media and communication

710	 Enric Castelló 
Affiliation: Universitat Rovira i Virgili, Spain 
The Possibility of the Rural: a New Journalism as a Socioecological 
Practice in Spain

719	 Ana Gonçalves 
Affiliation: CRIA-Iscte, Portugal 
When Culture Meets Sustainability

732	 Carmen Rodríguez-Rodríguez 
Affiliation: Universidade da Coruña, Spain 
“Wind Energy Yes, but Not Like this”: The Media Repercussions of the 
Wind Energy Conflict Raised by the Film As Bestas

742	 Track 8 
Art, technology, design and climate crisis

744	 Marta Ábalos, Irene Ortega López, Belén Rodríguez-Fonseca and María 
Gil Gayo  
Affiliation: Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Spain 
An Educational Project Exploring the Synergy Between Art and Science 
to Improve Understanding and Awareness of Climate Change 

761	 Javier Fernández Ramos 
Affiliation: EIUNED / Cátedra UNESCO de Educación Ambiental y 
Desarrollo Sostenible (UNED) 
Art, Culture, and Sustainability: Exploring Paths of Transformation 
through Art-based Community Initiatives

771	 Huidi Ma1, Huan Ni2, Fanfan Li3 
Affiliation: Chinese National Academy of Arts1, People’s Republic 
of China; Chinese Environmental Protection Organization2, Jiangsu 
Academy of Agricultural Sciences3 
Courtyard Planting: Sustainable Design for Both Material and Unmaterial 
Space

783	 Carmen Marín Ruíz1 y Susana Jodra Llorente2 
Affiliation: Grupo de Trabajo ARTEKOM (UPV/EHU)1; Grupo de 
Investigación LAIDA (UPV/EHU)2, España 
ARTEKOM. Estéticas y Procesos Decrecientes en el Arte para una 
Transición Ecológica



Climate Change, Sustainability
and Socio-ecological Practices 41

797	 Haizea Pérez Machín 
Affiliation: Oslomet, Norway 
Speculative Designs as Dialogical Artefacts to Approach Socioecological 
Crisis: Analysing Riceskin and AI Kevin Provotypes

808	 Kristina Pranjić and Peter Purg 
Affiliation: University of Nova Gorica, Slovenia 
The Rupture and the Connection: Non-representation and Participation 
in Art for Socio-Ecological Change

818	 Elena Righini 
Affiliation: Universidad del País Vasco/Euskal Herriko Unibertsitatea, 
Spain 
Ecoventions: the Beginning of Sustainable Artistic Practices

828	 M. Pilar Soberón García 
Affiliation: Universidad del País Vasco/Euskal Herriko Unibertsitatea, 
Spain, Research Group Gizaartea, Artekom. 
Lo Efímero del Arte en la Era Antropoceno





Contradictions in Ecological Behaviour 
among Urban Youth: Multimodal 
Insights into Climate Anxiety and Social 
Responsibility 
Augusto Gamuzza, Davide Nicolosi, Simona Rita Coco
Department of Education, University of Catania

Abstract: The urgency of the environmental crisis has necessitated 
a significant shift away from anthropocentric views, recognising the 
extensive impacts of human activities that surpass both material and 
ethical boundaries (Villa, 2020; Lorenzini and Raugi, 2020; Blasutig and 
Delli Zotti, 2020). The challenges posed by climate change, air pollution 
and waste management necessitate a transformative approach in 
human behaviours to ensure a sustainable future for all generations. In 
this context, youths emerge as key actors, displaying a range of attitudes 
from active defence of the planet to a state of vulnerability, influenced by 
various socio-environmental factors.

In the urban setting of Catania, where negative perceptions are amplified 
by the #Satania hashtag on social media, the portrayal of the city 
as uncivilised is linked to a lack of social and educational institutional 
responsibility and the harmful actions of small criminal groups, further 
deteriorating the environmental quality.

Our study, part of a larger research project started in 2021, considers 
an up-to-date 2024 dataset taken from social media platforms to 
scrutinise the media representations of contradictions in the ecological 
behaviours of young people in Catania, focusing on the disparity 
between their stated commitments to environmental sustainability and 
their actual behaviours. A semiotic multimodal approach was employed, 
incorporating an expanded range of photographic images and audio-
videographic recordings, all gathered in the Mediterranean urban context 
of Catania, Sicily. The framework for analysing these data was based 
on Kress and Van Leuwen’s (1996; 2006) model, which facilitated the 
interpretation of the visual representations of youth behaviour in relation 
to instances of vandalism and institutional neglect. Our analysis showed 
the relevance of an interplay between environmental degradation and 
social elements, highlighting the important role of youth engagement in 
tackling the environmental crisis. The study emphasised how perceived 
government inaction and social disenfranchisement influence the 
actions of urban youth towards the environment. It was observed that 
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these social conditions do not only lead to inaction; they can also inspire 
youth to engage in activism and environmental stewardship, despite the 
challenging context that often hampers these efforts (Gislason, Kennedy 
and Witham, 2021; Pihkala, 2020). By exploring these behavioural 
contradictions, the study offers useful insights into the sociopolitical 
aspects of urban youth’s engagement with environmental issues. It also 
underscores the value of semiotic analysis in understanding the complex 
narratives surrounding youth and environmental engagement.

Keywords: Ecology, climate, youth, eco-anxiety, multimodal semantic

1 Introduction - Eco-anxiety and the contradictions of 
ecological behaviour 

The phenomenon of climate change presents itself as an undeniable reality, 
which is manifested through an increasing number and heightened severity 
of catastrophic events globally (Seneviratne et al., 2021). Italy, with its 
geographical positioning in the Mediterranean, faces significant risks due to its 
urbanisation dynamics, often unregulated and extending into areas susceptible 
to hydrogeological, seismic, and volcanic hazards; on the other hand, this 
unsettling trend emphasises the vulnerability of communities, highlighted by the 
data released by the Italian national environmental protection system (Istituto 
Superiore per la Protezione e la Ricerca Ambientale, 2022). The implications 
of climate change introduce a complex layer to the syndemic phase we are 
currently navigating, linking the weakening of the Earth’s resources directly to 
the fragility of global social order and growing inequalities (Pichler et al., 2017).

The conventional focus on youth involvement and participation in addressing 
the environmental crisis, extensively discussed in the scientific arena 
(Boulianne, 2020), is no longer adequate. Young people are now acknowledged 
as frontline defenders of the planet, demonstrated by initiatives such as 
the #FridaysforFuture movement and the A21 network. These groups have 
embraced civil disobedience to articulate their protest visually and on social 
media platforms, highlighting their susceptibility to climate anxiety – a 
condition characterised by the distressing awareness of the impact of climate 
change (Ballantyne, Wibeck and Neset, 2015). The institutional responses to 
this anxiety have been deemed insufficient (Hickman et al., 2021), contributing 
to a chronic stressor that influences the young generation’s engagement or 
disengagement with environmental issues.

This state of anxiety is prevalent in environments where environmental crises 
become palpable in the everyday lives of young individuals, spanning both 
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physical and digital realms of social interaction, such as schools and social 
media, as well as intergenerational relationships (Daher, Gamuzza and Scieri, 
2022). The urgent need to explore potential scenarios for change has become 
evident, revealing a widespread resistance to integrating sustainability with 
established lifestyles across various social categories (Mazzette, Pulino and 
Spanu, 2020). The discourse on the climate crisis within educational settings 
and the media amplifies feelings of fear, anxiety and despair among the 
young (Cunsolo and Ellis, 2018; Ojala, 2012; Schreiner, Henriksen and Kirkeby 
Hansen, 2005), necessitating a more nuanced understanding and approach to 
environmental education and awareness.

This research paper builds on a prior study examining the relationship between 
youth and urban decorum in Catania, extending the data collection to February 
2024, looking at the waste management crisis as a metaphor for a broader, 
ongoing environmental challenge (Gamuzza, Leonora and Nicolosi, 2023). 
Implementing a multimodal socio-semiotic analysis of a database comprising 
images and videos from thematic Facebook groups dedicated to Catania, this 
study extends the analytical journey. Following the model proposed by Kress 
& van Leeuwen (1996; 2006), this work delves into the multi-semiotic nature 
of visual messages, applying a social semiotic perspective to user-generated 
content on social media related to sustainability, civic engagement, and urban 
environmental care. This analytical lens allows for a critical interpretation 
of the visual narratives that emerge on digital platforms, offering insights 
into how semiotic resources – visual, textual and audio – are employed in 
communicative acts to address, reflect, and potentially transform public 
discourse on environmental sustainability and urban life (see Methodological 
Appendix).

2 Youth and eco-anxiety: data analysis and discussion 

2.1	 Image analysis through the interpretative model of Kress 
and van Leeuwen 

The interpretative model of Kress and van Leeuwen comprises four dimensions: 
interactive meaning, narrative structure, compositional meaning, and 
conceptual meaning.

The contradictions concerning the ecological behaviour of young people of 
Catania are particularly evident in the ‘interactive meaning’ dimension (Kress 
and van Leeuwen 1996; 2006), which explicitly shows the relationship between 
the photographer and the social reality observed by him or her. The presence 
of rubbish in some of Catania’s most popular haunts for young people can be 
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detected in 30 1 of the collected images: by employing a top-down perspective 
in these images, the photographer focuses on the rubbish in the streets and 
meeting places frequented by young people in Catania (O’Brien, Selboe 
and Hayward, 2018). Instead, in 212 images, certain photographers use the 
foreground perspective to point out actions that are uncivilised and destroy 
the urban landscape and to highlight the vandalised DOTT scooters left in 
fountains or public areas.

In this regard, the ‘narrative structure’ dimension has been advantageous in 
examining the uncivilised actions taken by young people in Catania against 
environmental decorum, taking into account the presence and orientation of 
the vectors of the action (Kress and van Leeuwen, 1996; 2006): in image 2, a 
young tourist, in an amused pose, is sitting in front of a pile of garbage; images 
5-25-37 show a significant number of young people waiting for a public event 
on the pavements near the Giardino Bellini, a large public park, carrying towels, 
personal items, and umbrellas to protect themselves from the sun.

A further current social problem is vandalism by young people, which could 
have negative psychological effects on members of society: (1) in image 42, the 
vector of the action is evident in the young man who is attempting to climb 
the elephant statue in Piazza Duomo, seen as an act of vandalism against 
the city landmark; (2) image 29 shows young people enjoying the fireworks in 
Piazza Vincenzo Bellini, unaware that they are polluting the sky, while image 
67 depicts them intent on vandalising the plant pots in the same square by 
throwing cigarette butts in them.

Some of the images just described, present in Facebook channels, have received 
a consistent number of reactions, as can be seen by image 2 (1054 reactions, i.e. 
506 like, 103 anger, 272 sorry, 132 laughs, 6 love, 4 support and 31 wow). Feelings 
like sorrow and anger seem to be more favourable to ‘eco-anxiety’, which can 
make people, particularly the young, unable to react to ecological problems 
that are considered insurmountable (Soutar and Wand, 2018).

The dimension of ‘compositional meaning’ (Kress van Leeuwen, 1996; 2006) 
additionally emphasises the widespread nature of these acts of vandalism: 
‘salience’ is part of this dimension and highlights the danger of such vandalism, 
like the bright red colour of the fires depicted in images 70 and 92, while images 
96 and 75, which demonstrate the impact of vandalism in certain areas of 
Catania, illustrate the use of ‘framing’ to connect the photographic content 
with the posts: ‘in this city we are at a level of infinite human misery’ (image 96). 
‘In the neighbourhood of Cibali, the signs of a primitive civilisation are clearly 
evident’ (image 75).
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Moreover, the ‘compositional meaning’ dimension (ibid) highlights the lack of 
commitment from institutions, particularly educational ones as in the post: ‘in 
Piazza Santa Maria di Gesù, new forms of life are being created’, an ironic remark 
made regarding a filthy fountain in image 21. In the immediate vicinity, there is 
the Istituto Tecnico Industriale Statale Archimede. In this case, one wonders 
why this school, located near the fountain, does not intervene in a useful way 
to address this emergency3.

The disengagement of the City Council regarding ecological issues is particularly 
visible in images 5-57-80-87-93-94-97-98-107-116, which present cement as a 
‘salient aspect’, which could lead to the phenomenon of ‘waterproofing’ of the 
soil, hindering the natural hydraulic outflow of water4. 

Moreover, the dimension of ‘conceptual structure’ (ibid) also indicates the 
fact that political authorities are not engaged in environmental issues. In 215 
images, we can observe piles of garbage placed haphazardly in front of the 
bins. These images show the piles of rubbish as conceptual vectors, which have 
a symbolic meaning in relation to their position within some major areas of 
Catania: the ineffective waste disposal system is a result of the public’s lack of 
interest in their urban environment, while also demonstrating the City Council’s 
non-compliance with timely bin emptying and waste cycle management.

Two of the most complex challenges faced by political institutions are urban 
waste management and environmental issues, which can be addressed by 
developing pro-environment projects that encourage both institutions and 
citizens, particularly the young, to take more responsible and effective actions 
(Mathews, 2014). In this regard, the same analysis was carried out in the videos 
to highlight the importance of making people more aware of ecological risks, in 
order to promote environmental protection behaviours.

2.2	 Video analysis through the interpretative model of Kress and 
van Leeuwen 

The videos were analysed through the dimensions developed by Kress and van 
Leeuwen, namely: the ‘visibility regime’, the three ‘micro, meso and macro frames’, 
and the ‘field of view’ (Kress and Van Leeuwen, 2006). The 18 videos collected 
use ironic language, which clearly underlines how awareness of environmental 
protection issues is internalised by the network communities and reworked in 
alternative ways and is often irreverent. 

Video n.15 has a high visibility regime: the young person interacts with the 
community in a direct manner; in fact, he is a prominent figure in the narrative: 
the author is visible in the video and wants to show the behaviour of some 



Climate Change, Sustainability
and Socio-ecological Practices 631

people who do not respect the rules for protecting the decorum of buildings 
with regard to waste management and separate rubbish collection. If we 
analyse video n.1, we can certainly notice that the visibility regime is medium. 
The creator of the video focuses on the rubbish that has accumulated over 
several days and interacts with the community through a certain control of 
its visibility. During his visit to the streets of Catania, the narrator expresses 
his dissatisfaction with waste management for the presence of building waste 
– including doors, windows and mattresses – on the streets. The aspect that 
emerges in the interaction between context and author in video n.8 is the low 
visibility regime. The author is not very visible, so the public may have difficulty 
in evaluating the reliability or authoritativeness of the information presented. 
The creator of this video shows us the road that leads to the Playa, which is 
cemented, inaccessible, and obviously dirty because of the large amount of 
rubbish.

As highlighted by the ‘visibility regime’ dimension, which intersects with the 
‘interactive meaning’ dimension (Kress van Leeuwen, 1996; 2006), the authors 
want to describe the ineffective waste management service. However, the 
‘narrative structure dimension’ (ibid) describes the actions to the detriment 
of the environment through micro, meso, and macro frames. Micro frame level 
is present in videos n.2, n.4, n.5, n.6, n.7, n.9, n.10, n.11, n.14, n.16. In this type of 
video, we can see denunciation of the acts of vandalism carried out by some 
inhabitants of the community of Catania, such as setting overflowing bins 
alight. The level of the Meso Frame is present in videos n.15, n.17, n.18: they 
highlight the uncivilised acts of vandalism of some community members who 
do not respect the rules of waste management. The level of the Macro Frame is 
present in videos n.1, n.3, n.8, n.12, n.1: they concern the expectations and political 
dynamics related to waste management, which can influence daily interactions 
between people. 

Through the analysis of the dataset of the videos, it can be stated that 
‘compositional meaning’ and ‘conceptual structure’ (ibid) have the specific role 
of highlighting the contradictions in youth behaviour, even with regard to what 
the previous dimensions have shown: the authors and viewers of the videos 
mentioned above express feelings of anxiety, particularly concerning waste 
management and environmental degradation in the streets and squares of 
Catania and the areas where young people gather. The presence, or lack of 
presence, of the video creator and the relationship with the user also condition 
the ‘field of view’. 

The structure that determines the ‘compositional meaning’ and the ‘conceptual 
structure’ (ibid) of the videos mainly follows these visual parameters:
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•	Very Long Field: the framing is very wide, favouring the overall vision of the 
area of Catania, featuring a large pile of rubbish. The viewer can perceive the 
concern about waste management in the region. It is present in 3 videos6.

•	Total Camp: greater importance is given to the totality of the environment 
that shows the squares and meeting places of young people characterised 
by a significant amount of rubbish, demonstrating the disinterest of the 
community towards the collection of waste. This parameter is present in 2 
videos7.

•	Medium Field: the subject occupies about a third or half of the height of the 
frame, in order to rebalance the relationship between the environment and 
the human figure, to make the action the central point of the frame. With this 
visual parameter, rubbish represents the disengagement of the community 
towards the environment while the author tries to provide the community 
with constructive suggestions8.

•	Subjective Detail: only a part of the environment is framed and focused on the 
point of view of the subject to raise awareness and inform the public about 
the importance of differentiated rubbish collection9.

The analysis carried out shows that the continuous exposure to environmental 
issues has influenced the sensitivity of young people to these issues (Delli 
Zotti and Blasuting, 2020). Although the feeling of anguish and impotence at 
their inability to implement practical solutions is evident, young people feel 
the need to denounce behaviours of ecological uncivility, highlighting the real 
contradictions between the ideality of statements favourable to the care and 
protection of the environment and the concrete realisation of individual and 
collective behaviours capable of making a lasting change.

3 Conclusions 

As illustrated in previous sections, the multimodal socio-semiotic approach 
works with a selection of visual objects, considering the image as synonymous 
with a representation that has an objective meaning, yet also a ‘chosen’ one 
(Toti, 2009; Peirce, 1980) of social reality. In this context, visual contents are 
relevant data sources and an integral part of the research process. The use of 
the visual tool is limited neither to a simple description of human and social 
reality nor merely to its discovery. The added value of the illustrated journey lies 
in the equitable dialogue between the visual data itself and the researcher’s 
hermeneutic analytical criterion, capable of identifying significant aspects of 
reality in its daily manifestation. 

The analysis presented in this work shows that the visual translation of the 
relationship between young generations and care and protection of the 
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environment is anything but didactic, both in themes, contents and modes. 
The representation and association of emotions such as anger and a sense of 
injustice are visually translated into shared contents, narrating a story suspended 
between tragedy and comedy. According to the analytical model proposed by 
Kress and Van Leuween, these elements are identifiable in the dimension of 
narrative structures (meso frame sociological level) showing disapproval of 
witnessing events that hurt not only the sense of the perceived urban decorum 
but also the symbolic meaning system of the city. At the same time, the youths 
appear vulnerable and prone to expressing pessimistic opinions, sometimes 
millenarian in tone, about the planet’s future. In this regard, as shown by the 
examination of the interactive meaning dimension, the intrusive and pervasive 
presence of rubbish in the gathering places of young people transforms trash 
into a symbolic element of a context where social disorganisation becomes the 
substrate for real social pathologies. The recurrent presence of specific vectors 
reveals young people’s sense of disappointment regarding the management 
of urban decorum, demonstrated by the image of a young tourist deliberately 
choosing to be photographed next to garbage.

In conclusion, the multimodal socio-semiotic approach thus provides a 
profound and ‘meaningful’ perspective to understand the complexity of 
social and cultural reality, which is inextricably linked to the environmental 
context. Treating images as primary data sources, not just as illustrations 
or auxiliary documents, enables the essence of human interactions to be 
captured and unveils the historical and cultural elements that influence visual 
representations over time. Through the interpretation of these images, it is 
possible to gain deeper knowledge of social dynamics, collective mentalities, 
and the transformations occurring in society. The dialogue between visual data 
and the researcher’s analytical rigour thus becomes essential for developing a 
comprehensive and scientifically founded understanding of social reality.
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Methodological Appendix

Multimodal socio-semiotics analysis by Kress and van Leeuwen. Research aims 
and methodology.

As previously mentioned, the focus of the research group’s work was to describe 
and analyse: (1) the dynamics of environmental awareness in the Catania area; 
(2) the main actors of these actions and their social roles (civil or institutional); 
(3) the preferred interlocutors of these dynamics and the modes of interaction; 
and (4) the most immediate impacts of these interactions.

To this end, the research design was structured into three macro-sections which, 
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Figure 1. The research design 
Source: Daher, Gamuzza, and Scieri, 2022

Overall Interpretation

Background Research

from a methodological standpoint, position this work within the mixed-method 
research paradigm (Creswell and Plano Clark, 2007). Specifically, a sequential 
path was adopted, with an analytical weighting implementing quantitative 
and qualitative tools with a preference for the latter (Fig. 1).

The section of the research based on the visual approach aims to analyse 
– through an approach that views visual/material images as elements of 
signification that permeate social reality in multifarious ways, translating 
and producing meaning – the contradictions in young people’s ecological 
behaviour and the discrepancies between declarations of action in favour of 
environmental sustainability and actual behaviour. The research database 
contains videos and digital photographs related to a Mediterranean urban 
context: the city of Catania. More formally, the research, of which the main 
findings are reported, stems from the multimodal socio-semiotic analysis of 
a database of images (N=121) and videos (N=18), sampled on Facebook10 from 
a selection of thematic groups dedicated to the city of Catania, covering the 
period November 2021-February 2024. Specifically, the research focused on 
analysing representations of climate anxiety extracted from posts tagged with 
#Satania, with a further sub-categorisation classifying the images as follows: 
(1) places where young people gather and socialise, to investigate the iconic 
representation of contradictions between pro-environment action statements 
and actual behaviour, sustainable or otherwise, in daily life practices; and 
(2) the relationship between ecological behaviours adopted by the Catania 
community, especially by young people, and the actions of public institutions 
(educational and political).

In line with the applied mixed method, the visual approach enriches the research 
journey and captures the web of meanings underlying forms of action aimed 
at ecologically responsible behaviours. The photographic and visual document 
becomes useful for constructing social narratives (Faccioli, 2006; Stagi, 2005) 
immediately, focusing attention even on the smallest details. Indeed, the visual 
approach is characterised by a series of values: the instantaneous testimony of 
a glimpse of reality, which is hermeneutically reconfigured both by the subject 
who captures the image and by its viewer (Becker, 1983; Gariglio, 2010; Faccioli 
and Losacco, 2010).
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Figure 1. The research design 
Source: Daher, Gamuzza, and Scieri, 2022

The image analysis follows the interpretative model of the four dimensions 
outlined by Kress and van Leeuwen (1996; 2006):

(1)	 Interactive meaning: highlights the relationship between the photographer 
and the image object, namely the relationship between the chosen 
representation of reality and the observer to whom this choice is addressed;

(2)	Narrative Structure: detects the vectors of action contained/represented 
in the image, prompting the observer to adopt the visual and expressive 
perspective of the represented interaction;

(3)	Compositional meaning: considers two substantial characters of the 
iconographic content, the framing and the salience, i.e., the connection 
between the image and the comment/text that connotatively delimits the 
meaning of the image and text;

Overall Interpretation

Background Research
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(4)	Conceptual structure: considers the conceptual vectors relative to the 
position occupied by objects, relating them to a hypothetical composition 
of agency.

The video analysis follows the same dimensions, taking into account:

(1)	 the visibility regime, which aligns with the Interactive meaning dimension: 
according to Frisina (2013), the visibility regime is linked to the capacity of 
social actors to make themselves visible in the public sphere, becoming 
active subjects and thus claiming rights and recognitions, within a ‘see-be 
seen’ relationship.

(2)	 the three micro, meso, and macro frames, which align with the Narrative 
structure dimension: (a) the macro frame refers to the broader level of 
social analysis and focuses on social structures and institutions; (b) the 
meso frame examines the social dynamics occurring within contexts such 
as organisations or communities; and (c) the micro-frame focuses on 
interactions and social processes at the individual or small group level.

(3)	 the field of shooting, which aligns with the Compositional meaning and 
Conceptual Structure dimensions: this level of analysis allows for the 
examination of a specific portion of space within which the action takes 
place.

The chosen methodological option is grounded on the aforementioned model 
by Kress and van Leeuwen (1996; 2006), authors who proposed an innovative 
approach: starting from a substantive critique of the Barthesian reading 
(which locates this interpretive mechanism exclusively in textual language), a 
social semiotics aimed at exploring the multi semiotic characteristics of visual 
messages is proposed. The multimodal socio-semiotic analysis by Kress and 
van Leeuwen serves as a comprehensive tool to scrutinise the synergistic 
interaction between visual and textual languages within a communicative 
context. This analytical methodology encompasses the various modes of 
communication present in a text, such as images, colours, layout, shapes and 
written texts, subjecting them to a thorough interrelational analysis. Within 
the panorama of multimodal communication, the concept of text is no longer 
understood as a mere sequence of words, but as a complex interweaving of 
elements that join and operate in synergy to convey meanings. A distinctive 
feature of this analysis is the attention to the social and cultural dimensions of 
the communicative act. Kress and van Leeuwen argue that meanings are not 
intrinsic to visual or textual elements but are shaped by the surrounding social 
and cultural context. Specifically, this analysis, applied to the aforementioned 
research, aims to investigate how communication reflects and perpetuates 
power relations, dominant ideologies, and specific social contexts by examining 
communication exhaustively and considering the social and cultural dynamics 
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that condition the production and interpretation of visual and textual messages 
(ibid).

Data Sources 

•	Istituto Superiore per la Protezione e la Ricerca Ambientale, Il clima in Italia 
nel 2022. Stime preliminari. http://www.scia.isprambiente.it/wwwrootscia/
Documentazione/BOLLETTINO_CLIMA_2022.pdf

•	Link to photos and videos: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k5P34Mb6_L87zzJBWNaxeTHChgWSNj1f/
view?usp=sharing 
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Notes

1.	 Images nos. 3-4-6-7-13-15-17-18-19-20-27-33-34-40-43-44-45-46-60-61-62-76-
79-81-82-102-103-109-110-115.

2.	 Images nos. 8-9-22-26-31-36-39-49-65-66-74-83-85-86-91-95-104-105-111-112-
114.

3.	 Images nos. 47-52-53-54-64-117-119-120 show the same problem: ‘we are near the 
Monastero Dei Benedettini. In this area, the walls are ugly and stained’ (images 
47); ‘we are close to a school called Manzoni where the school administrators seem 
absent’ (image 64).

4.	 The institutions’ lack of commitment is also reflected in the following images: (1) 
image 16, which indicates the low presence of lighting in some areas of the Sicilian 
province, such as the Lungomare di Ognina; (2) image 63, which denotes the 
presence of public works not yet completed and unsafe; (3) image 12, showing a 
fountain not working, used by the community of Catania as a trash can; (4) images 
58-73-106-108 which highlight the absence of trees in some streets, gardens and 
squares of Catania, thus encouraging ecological degradation.

5.	 Images nos. 1-14-28-30-35-41-48-50-51-55-59-68-69-71-89-90-99-100-113-118-
121.

6.	 Video n.1, n.8, n.12 
7.	 Video n.3, n.13
8.	 Video n.15, n.17, n.18
9.	 Video n.2, n.4, n.5, n.6, n.7, n.9, n.10, n.11, n.14, n.16 
10.	Inciviltà a Catania; Catania merita di più; Lungomare Liberato; RipuliAMO Catania; 

We All Love Etna Riviera; Dusty; Catania indecorosa; Il Catanese incivile; Che bedda 
Catania.
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